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INTRODUCTORY 


9] HE material contained in this volume of 
addresses, has been delivered from the 
platform of my tabernacles to multiplied thou- 
sands of hearers. Probably no messages I de- 
liver bring more requests for their appearance 
in printed form, than the messages which I give 
under the head of the “CHURCH AND THE 
LODGE”, and the messages “INVOICING”, or 
“TITHING”. 

These printed messages contain practically all 
the material of these sermons, and much be- 
sides. On the question of the loyalty of its 
membership, in the matter of time and money, 
the hope of the church depends. Too many 
people are making the church play a “second- 
fiddle” to every lodge, club, and society that 
men may organize, while these organizations with 
their constant demand for money, are slowly but 
surely draining the church. 

We ask a prayerful, careful reading of these 
messages—since my aim has been that of magni- 
fying the church—the church which He bought 


and washed with His own precious blood. If the 
reading of these messages create a determination 
in the hearts of those who read, to place the 
church “FIRST”, my goal is reached, and I shall 
be thankful to God. 


Yours most faithfully in His service, 


1k € a7 


“UPON THIS ROCK” 


TALK NUMBER ONE 


“Upon this-rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” Matt. 16:18, 


g3| HE church stands as a giant lighthouse. 
The church stands as a vehicle of truth 
to all the nations, and as a channel of life to all 
the world. 

The church is not built up of stone, brick, 
cement, steel, pine and glass, but is built up of 
men, women, children—flesh, bone, brain and 
blood! 

- Rather, the church of Christ is built up of all 
men and women everywhere who have been “by 
one Spirit baptised into one body.” 

The church, like the Kingdom of God, “cometh 
not with observation.” 

When you speak of the church most men im- 
mediately sweep into retrospect all church build- 
ings and the diversified congregations assembled 
there, and the sum total of this picture becomes 
to them “the Church.” 
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But the buildings—temple, cathedral, chapel, or 
hall, is only the house in which the church meets 
for worship! The church is a spiritual institu- 
tion—invisible, indivisible, intangible, imponder- 
able! 

The church cannot be weighed, tabulated, segre- 
gated, defined! 

It stands the most tremendously important fac- 
tor in the affairs of the world, and yet men can 
walk through the real church, and never realize 
it is there. 

The church is represented by the various organ- 
ized and unorganized branches of evangelical 
Christianity throughout the world, and is doubt- 
lessly, found in a larger or a less degree in all 
these agencies of men. 

The Church may dominate completely some of 
these church organizations, influence in a large 
measure others, and have nothing whatever in 
common with still others. 

There was no spurious ten dollar gold piece un- 
til there was first a ten dollar gold piece worth 
100 cents on the dollar. 

There never was a spurious church, until the 
Church of Pentecost was launched by the Holy 
Ghost, 

Jesus Christ was never privileged to say “my 
wife,” to realize all the holy and wonderful re- 
lationships that enter into that sacred union. 

Jesus Christ was never privileged to say, “my 
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child,” to hold in his blessed arms that which 
was part and parcel of his own flesh and blood. 

But Jesus Christ did say, “My Father,” and 
“My Church,” and finite mind can never compre- 
hend what infinite tenderness and love He crowd- 
ed into those two expressions. 

Looking into the face of Jesus, we were brought 
to understand something of a father’s love. 

Looking into the face of Christ upon the cross, 
we realized how priceless, and precious is the 
Church. 

The Church stands as the institution, “Purchased 
with His own blood.” 

The Church stands as the institution of which 
He “is the head.” 

The Church stands as the institution which He 
sanctifies, “With the washing of water by the 
word.” 

The Church stands as the institution, “Not hav- 
ing spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, but holy 
and without blemish.” 

“It is a great mystery” says St. Paul, “I speak 
of Christ and the church.” 

This ig a day of widespread criticism of the 
church, 

This is a day in which men and women feel 
that they have done God and man a service when 
they fling a brick at the Church. This wide- 
spread condemnation is not confined to the man 
of the streets alone, but often comes from those 
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whose names are written upon the records of the 
Church. Much of this widespread condemnation 
is without foundation, and, in fact, is deliberately 
malicious, false and damnable. 

Some of this condemnation carries with it a 
modicum of fact, and comes from honest sincere 
souls, who really believe that the Church as a 
whole is in a deplorable state. 

For the first class the loyal follower of Crist 
can have only pity mingled with contempt. 

For the second class the loyal follower of Christ 
must carry sympathy and toleration. 

One thing sure, this widespread abuse of the 
Church should stop. 

One thing sure, the time has come when the 
faithful church man or woman should make per- 
sistent, continuous effort to defend the church, 
and magnify its virtues. 

One thing sure, we who make up the member- 
ship of the church, and therefore, in the eyes 
of the unchurched, are really, and truly the church 
of Christ, should realize. what awful condemna- 
tion will be ours if we dishonor the church, and 
bring hurt to the heart of the Son of God. 

In this series of talks, it will be my purpose to 
magnify the Church which Christ “bought with 
His own precious blood,” bringing my readers, I 
hope, to a saner, clearer conception of the church 
militant, which, with all its imperfections, in- 
consistencies and backslidings, stands as the great- 
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est institution, or organization that the sun shines 
upon today. 

And let us remember that whatever the incon- 
sistencies and imperfections of the “church mili- 
tant”, that not until the “church militant” becomes 
the “church triumphant”, will she rise “without 
spot or wrinkle” to meet her Lord. 
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“Tl.is is he that was in the church in the wilder- 
ness.” Acts 7:38. 

The Church is the oldest institution in the 
world today. 

tt has existed in one form or another since the 
eariy dawn of human history. 

Upon altar, in tabernacle, temple or church, 
God has made His dwelling place amongst His 
people in all ages. _ 

To be sure, the Church as we know it today, is 
distinctively a New Testament institution, having 
been revealed in Christ and launched with the 
mighty outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the day 
of Pentecost. 

There is a sense, however, in which we might 
speak of the Church of Adam, and the Church 
of Elijah, and the Church of David, and the 
Church of Jeremiah! 


Some people devote many years and much 
money to tracing out their family tree; and, if, 
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back in the generations dead and gone, they find 
some person who has distinguished himself in 
literature or on the field of battle, the neighbor- 
hood never hears the last of it. 

We are more or less attracted to that which 
bears the stamp of age; and, if with the marks of 
age, there are marks of distinction we are pleased 
beyond measure. 

A great many people boast of their descent from 
royalty, forgetting that the more they magnify 
their forebearers the more apparent becomes their 
descent. 

When we turn back to the Church, however, 
we find side by side with the fact that the Church 
of Christ, or the Church of God, which had its 
inception probably when Cain and Abel came be- 
fore God to worship, has had upon its records the 
greatest men of every epoch of the world’s history. 

As a matter of fact, the Church was hoary 
with age before most so-called institutions had 
ever been dreamed of. 

The Church was old before the pyramids of 
Egypt were built. If a member of the twentieth 
century Church, it is ours to boast the fact that 
we are connected with an institution that was con- 
ceived in the mind of God before “The morning 
stars sang together.” 

The Church as we know it today is the ripe 
fruition of the hidden plans and purposes and 
ideals of God, conceived and completed before 
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the “Foundations of the world were laid.” Un- 
derstand, we are aware of the fact that the Church 
of Jesus Christ is distinctively a New Testament 
institution, and was “Not made known unto the 
sons of men” before the Christian dispensation 
“As it is now revealed unto His holy apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit.” 

Through all dispensations that preceeded the 
dispensation of Christ, God’s Church, or God’s 
Temple, or God’s Altar, or God’s Tabernacle was 
found all but exclusively amongst certain peoples 
who stood as exclusive channels through which 
God’s truth came to the world. 

Now, however, “According to His good pleasure 
which He hath purposed in Himself that in the 
dispensation of the fulness of time He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ.” The 
Church as we know it today is the outflow of 
Calvary. The Church as we know it today is 
bought and washed in the blood of Christ. 

The Church as we know it today has founda- 
tions that were laid with the bleeding hands of 
the Son of God. 

The ordinances of the Church were ordained 
and instituted by Christ. 

The membership of the Church has been “by 
one Spirit baptized into one body,” and that body 
is Christ. 

In one sense the Christ who was in the fiery 
furnace with the three Hebrew children, and in 
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the Church in the Wilderness, and who said, “Be- 
fore Abraham I was” has been in the Church and 
with the Church since Adam was placed in the 
Garden of Eden. 
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“And having made peace through the blood of 
Christ, by Him to reconcile all things to Him- 
self; by Him, I say, whether they be things in 
earth, or things in Heaven.” Col. 1:20. 

The Church is not alone the oldest institution 
in the world, it is also the largest. 

The average member of the average evangelical 
church hasn’t the faintest conception of the magni- 
tude of his own church denomination. Many 
church members do not take their own church 
papers, and of the many who do, practically few 
ever devote serious time to an earnest considera- 
tion of the far-reaching work of their own great 
church. 

When one turns from the contemplation of the 
magnitude of certain single denominations to 
sweep into retrospect all the organized and un- 
organized evangelical bodies around the world, the 
mind staggers at the vastness and grandeur and 
possibilities of the whole. 

Again, most people delight to be connected with 
institutions that bulk large on the horizon of hu- 
man thought and human activity. When the great- 
est and most far-reaching of man-made institu- 
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tions or organizations are placed alongside the 
Church universal, the greatest of these institu- 
tions becomes as pitiable molehills lying at the 
base of some majestic mountain! 

The Church of Christ today literally puts. its 
arms around the world, and stretches its hand of 
blessing out into every island of the sea. Through 
cathedral and temple and school and hospital and 
orphanage and rescue home and home for the 
aged it is pouring out blessings like a mighty 
river through every town and city in the civilized 
world. 

Upon almost every train dashing across the 
continent and upon almost every ship plowing 
the waters of the ocean, there travel the mission- 
aries of the cross who are making their way to 
the farthest corners of the earth, there to do 
battle with ignorance, superstition, disease and 
death. In response to every cry of hunger, from 
whatever corner of the earth that cry has come, 
there has come the immediate response of the 
Church with rushing trains and speeding boat, 
bearing succor and help to those who otherwise 
would die. 

Through the world’s wilderness of ignorance, 
the Church has blazed the way to civilization and 
progress. 

Through every black night of world darkness 
the Church has flashed its illuminating message 
of life and light. The Church in all ages of the 
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world’s history has raised the red flag of danger 
as nations swept towards certain destruction in 
the bridgeless chasm of infidelity and selfishness 
which was lying just ahead. The Church in all 
the ages of the world’s history has been the 
beacon light which flashed its warning rays, tell- 
ing the world of the breakers upon which many 
great ships had been dashed to ruin. The Church 
in all ages of the world’s history has sounded the 
midnight fire alarm arousing sleeping millions 
to the danger that threatened their homes, their 
Cities, their nation, and the world. 

The Church has ever been the advance guard 
of civilization, the headlight of true progress, 
the conserver of morals, the protector of child- 
hood, the friend of the fallen. 

While many men profess to heartily despise 
the Church and insist that the peoples of the world 
would be happier and better if the Church were 
annihilated, yet these very persons are most care- 
ful that in all their journeys they stay under the 
shadow of the Church. One might journey into 
isolated spots of the world where the Church is 
unknown, and where no religious influence is to 
be felt, but when one reaches such a spot he finds 
himself in a place where his neck is not safe. 

The Church in all ages of the world’s history 
has been eyes to the blind, feet to the lame, clothes 
to the naked, food to the starving, life to the dy- 
ing, and hope to the hopeless, and well may She 
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stand as did Her Lord to say “Many good works 
have I shown you from my Father;. for which 
of those works do ye stone me.” 


UPON THIS ROCK 


“And the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” Matt. 16:18. 

The Church is the oldest institution in the 
world! . 

The Church is the largest institution in the 
world! 

The Church is the most permanent institution 
in the world! 

A very prominent minister in London predicts 
that the Church, both Protestant and Catholic, is 
doomed to pass away. 

Forms may change, and usages may change 
and creeds may change, but the great Church, the 
Spiritual Church, will abide forever. 

It is often charged that those who hold the view 
that our Lord will some day return, to rule over 
the redeemed nations of the earth, also teach that 
the church is to go down to awful and complete 
failure! In fact, these men teach that the Church 
is the one institution that is to stand triumphant 
over all, 

Our so-called civilization, which undertakes to 
usher in a world brotherhood, apart from the 
cross of Christ, is to fail, but the Church is not to 
fail. The great professing Church will pass 
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through periods of sifting, testing, scattering, but 
the true Church is to march on like an “army with 
hanners.” - 

“Upon this rock’ said Christ, “I will buiid 
my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” 

Governments may he overthrown, but the 
Church will abide! 

Continents may be depopulated, but the Church 
will abide! 

Institutions may crumble to decay, but the 
Church will abide! 

Anarchy, like a flood, may cover all the na- 
tions, but the Church will abide! 

The world may eventually be destroyed, rolled 
up as a scroll, but the Church will abide! 

Whatever the trend of world events, the Church 
of Christ will become purer. 

Whatever the sneers and jeers of the godless 
the Church will become mightier. 

Whatever the disasters to man-made institu- 
tions, the Church will never be scarred by the 
ghawing teeth of time! 

The Church is as unmovable as the mountains, 
and her light is as unquenchable as the sun. 

Kingdoms may rise and fall, nations be born 
and rot into oblivion, speech change, and customs 
change, and usages change, but the Church, “Like 
some mightly cliff that braves the elements, lifts 
through all the storms its head sublime.” 
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The Church is not a Lazarus upon the door step 
of the world. 

The Church is not an aged cripple that needs 
the extended hand of pity. 

The Church is not some aged institution crumb- 
ling to her fall. 

The Church rests upon the immovable rock of 
God’s eternal purpose, and however high the waves 
of ridicule and opposition may dash, the Church 
remains as unaffected as the throne of God, 

The man who flings rocks at the Church does 
not realize that he is throwing rocks at an in- 
stitution before which the greatest of man-made 
institutions look like heart-breaking failures. 

The man who flings rocks at the Church does 
not realize that he is throwing rocks at an institu- 
tion that will live to grow and bless after his 
memory becomes a disgraceful speck on the great 
page of history. 4 

The man who judges all gold counterfeit be- 
cause one ten dollar piece proves to be spurious, 
ss wise indeed beside the man who judges all the 
work of Christ universal, by the worldliness, god- 
lessness, and inconsistencies of one congregation. 

Sweep on, mighty Church of Christ—Church of 
the ages, until kings and rulers own the leadership, 
and place their crowns and scepters upon thy 
holy altars. 

Sweep on mighty Church of Christ—Church of 
the ages, until every knee shall bend and every 
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head bow in humble submission to the Lordship of 
the regal, ruling Christ. 

Sweep on mighty Church of Christ—Church of 
the ages, until righteousness and peace cover the 
nations of the world as the waters cover the 
sea! 

The Church is the oldest and the largest and 
the strongest institution in the world. 


TALK NUMBER TWO 


“Upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” Matt. 16:18. 


ty By HE other day while riding east, on an over- 
NaS land train, my attention was attracted to 
the conversation of a man and woman who sat 
just ahead of me in the Pullman car. 

In their conversation, which was somewhat heat- 
ed, I had heard the word “church” and “Chris- 
tian”, and these words were evidently being used 
with more or less of contempt. 

As I sat and listened I became aware of the 
fact that each claimed to hold membership in 
some evangelical denomination, and each was try- 
ing to outdo the other in condemnation of the 
organization to which he, or she, belonged. 

I had not listened long until I was convinced 
that what they were saying was traceable to piti- 
able and appalling ignorance, or else to inexcus- 
able and damnable disloyalty. 

I probably would have done the just and 
righteous thing, had I interfered with that con- 
versation long enough to have said, “You two are 
a disgrace to the worst backslidden, and most in- 
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consistent church in Christendom, and would con- 
fer a great favor on the church, and relieve Chris- 
tianity of an awful burden, if the two of you 
would immediately have your names stricken from 
the rolls of the church.” 

There are too many gimlet-headed fools 
trotting around today, holding membership in the 
church, while spouting their nasty lies about the 
church. 

It isn’t the enemy on the outside of the church 
who threatens the church today. 

It isn’t the blatant mouthed sceptic or infidel, 
standing on yonder street-corner, squirting tobacco 
juice, and bemeaning the chuch, who is hurting 
the church. 

The man who does most to circumscribe the 
church today, and limit the church today is the 
man who holds membership in the church, and 
then uses that membership as a channel through 
which to slander, and defame and denounce the 
church. The man who joins the church, and then 
uses his membership to magnify the flaws of the 
church and minify the virtues of the church, is a 
disgrace to any church body beneath the sun and 
is undeserving a place in any church circle any- 
where. 

Men should be brought to realize that there is a 
vast difference between the selfishness, worldli- 
ness and open shame of individual members of 
the church, and the great Church of Christ, to 
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which these inconsistent and selfish men and 
women belong. 

The church is the Bride of Christ, and just as 
a devoted husband watches over the fair name of 
her whom he loves, and stands ready to shed his 
blood to protect the good name of that beauti- 
ful wife, so Christ watches over the great church 
which He has loved and bought with His blood. 

Any old gas-bag of the street corner fraternity 
can find plenty of professing Christians, whose 
lives are glaringly and disgustingly imperfect, 
and if they get any pleasure out of licking the 
sores of these inconsistent, or unsaved members 
of the church, let them indulge themselves, but 
out of respect of Christ and His cross, let them 
keep their slanderous tongues off of the great 
Spiritual church of which Christ is the head. 

Side by side with the man who holds member- 
ship in the church and uses every opportunity to 
knock the church, stands another enemy of the 
church, and pessibly the most dangerous one of 
the two. 

This second enemy of the church is the uncon- 
scious enemy of the church. 

This latter class of enemies is composed of 
men and women who assume the holy binding 
vows of church membership, vowing to place the 
church high over all, to “attend upon its services 
and support its institutions”. 

Victor Hugo says, “When a man stands to 
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make solemn averment to his God, he is no 
longer a man, but an altar on which God de- 
scends.” 

Having assumed these vows of discipleship, 
pledging fealty and devotion to the blood-bought 
and blood-washed church of Christ, they have 
side-tracked their church, absenting themselves 
from the services of the church, and this for every 
squirrel lodge or jack rabbit society that chanced 
to jump out of the brush. 

I would not give the flip of my finger for any 
man’s religion if that religion doesn’t get down 
into his heart and life deep enough to make 
him glad to put the church high over every other 
institution or organization in the world. 

If a man’s religion will let him side track the 
church for every lodge, club and society that 
chances to happen along, and that without com- 
punction of conscience, that man’s religion is a 
humbug, a fake, a swindle, a cheat, a joke, a 
tragedy, a farce and an insult to Christ. 

Men should either respect their vows enough to 
be loyal to the church, or respect the church 
enough to get out. 
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“As Christ loved the church, and gave himself 
for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the word.” Eph. 5:25, 26. 

The church is not alone the oldest, and the 
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largest, and the strongest organization, it is also 
the purest. 

The church is not perfectly pure, nor will she 
be until Christ comes to receive the pure and 
good out of the great mass of professing Chris- 
tians that constitute the membership of the church. 

With all her unconverted, and inconsistent and 
prayerless members, however, she stands as a 
whole, the purest and cleanest body of men and 
women in the wide, wide world! 

When men insist that they will never join the 
church until the church is perfectly pure, they 
just as well realize they will probably be burning 
in hell a long time before that time comes. 

Then too, if they found a church that was per- 
fectly pure it would no longer be that, as soon 
as they joined it. _ 

It is a high ideal of a church without “spot or 
wrinkle,” but that high ideal will never be at- 
tained until the final transition comes. 

Christ is the perfection of the saint, and the 
holiness of his church, 

In the chosen circle there was a Judas who be- 
trayed Christ and a Peter who denied him. 

St. Paul and St. Peter parted “asunder” when 
they found they were hopelessly divided, and St. 
Paul says, “I withstood him to his face” through 
the fact that St. Peter was evidently taking, as 
Paul thought, a compromising attitude on funda- 
mental truth. 
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As long as the church is made up of the Smith’s 
and the Jones’ and the Black’s and the White’s 
and the Brown’s—with all their kith and kin, 
imperfection is liable to be very noticeable in 
the general conduct and example of the professing 
Christians of the community. 

Understand we are not teaching that incon- 
sistency or imperfection is the high level, and the 
cnly goal-of the Christian. 

He who began a “good work in us” can “finish” 
that work. 

However, a lot of folk are laboring under the 
impression that if they join the church, they 
must immediately become perfect in walk, talk 
and general conduct. 

A great many men have the idea that if they 
join the church, assuming its solemn vows, and 
do not live up to those vows, they of necessity 
become a hypocrite! 

Unfortunately lodge men and club men criti- 
cise the church on the ground that “there are so 
many hypocrites in the church.” 

But is it true that the man who assumes the 
vows of the church and fails to live up to those 
vows is necessarily hypocrite? 

What is hypocrisy, and who after all is a 
hypecrite? : 

Now, if it is true that the man who takes upon 
himself the vows of the church is a hypocrite, . 
what is the man who assumes the vows—solemn, 
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binding, vows of Lodge and Club? 

Few men have the temerity to stand before 
great audiences to profess complete adherence to 
the letter and spirit of all the vows made in our 
older and more honored secret societies! 

Then if broken vows mean the stigma of hypoc- 
risy it is a sure shot that for every church mem- 
ber who has failed to live up to his church vows 
-T can find you a lodge member who has failed 
to live up to his vows! 

Now as a matter of fact, whether in church or 
lodge, a man is not necessarily a hypocrite 
through his failure to live up to all the vows taken 
when he became identified with that organization, 

A hypocrite is a man who starts out with the 
deliberate intention of deceiving his fellows. 

The hypocrite is a man who professes “honesty” 
when he is not honest, and does not want to be 
honest! 

The hypocrite is the man who professes to be 
a Christian, when he is not a Christian and does 
not want to be. 

If a man has broken every vow of the church, 
and is in the gutter as a tragic failure, but still 
has in his heart a desire to honor God and live 
right—a tragic failure he may be, a hypocrite 
he is not! 

That we have multitudes of imperfect people 
in the church is certain, but that we have multi- 
tudes in the church who joined the church to use 
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the church as a cloak for their greed, worldliness 
or sin, is certainly not so. 

Church members should remember, that as a 
devoted, loving mother looks into the eyes of her 
son to say, “no one can pain me as you, son, can 
do” and “the world will judge largely of Mother 
by you,” that just so only those who are in the 
church can deeply hurt the church, and the world 
will judge the work of Christ as a whole, by what 
it sees of the lives of those who compose the 
membership of the church. 
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“Who have for my life laid down their own 
necks; unto whom not only I give thanks, but 
also all the churches.” Rom. 16:4. 

The church of Christ is not alone the oldest, 
and the largest, the strongest and the purest in- 
stitution or organization in the world, the church 
is also the most charitable. _ 


Some few years ago the charge was made that 
practically all the charitable work of New York 
City was being done by organizations independent 
of the church, 

The church accepted the challenge, and made a 
painstaking, accurate investigation of all institu- 
tions devoted to exclusive charitable ideals, and 
proved beyond controversy that these institutions 
were being manned by men and women of whom 
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88 per cent came from the membership of the 
churches of that great city. 

Many lodges, clubs and societies have their 
“publicity committees” and whatever of efforts 
the organization makes in definite service to men 
is heralded from the house tops. 

Sometimes the most worldly. clubs, that give 
away a few baskets at Christmas time, have whole 
pages in the newspapers with pictures of men, 
baskets, wagons, etc., etc. 

The Church of Christ stands with her hands in 
her pockets to her elbows, and throughout the 
nations of the world, and back into the neglect- 
ed, far-away corners of the earth, her streams of 
blessings pour, until—if the story were all print- 
ed, even church men and women would stagger at 
the stupendous total of the activities of the church. 

As a matter of fact, the agencies and institu- 
tions that stand out-side the church, claiming to 
do the work of feeding the hungry, clothing the 
naked, housing the homeless, and ministering to 
the suffering, are the agencies and institutions 
that have at heart just a little of the big ideal of 
the church, and are more largely than they know, 
being actuated by the influences that have their 
inception at the altars of the church. 

Amongst these noon-day groups of men, who 
meet once a_ week in most of the cities of the 
nation, there to talk the high ideals of brother- 
hood and service, how many do you suppose, real- 
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ize, that the big ideal that they seek to build 
around is the church ideal. 

Amongst these thousands of orders that are 
strictly secret societies, which gather in almost 
every city, town, and hamlet the nation over there 
to discuss the “golden rule” and the “big brother” 
scheme of things, how many do you suppose 
realize that back of all this, and towering high 
over all of this, and pouring its influences into all 
of this, is the mighty Church? 

Had there been no church with its holy altars, 
its sacred ceremonies, its high ideal of Christian 
Brotherhood, there would have been no lodge or 
club or society with distinctively Christian charac- 
teristics and ideals. 

I was invited to address a group of men who 
comprised a local order of one of the great secret 
societies of this nation. 

The men sat in their lodge room, grouped in 
regular order and wearing their paraphernalia or 
regalia. 

The speaker of the evening in introducing me 
to those assembled men, began by pointing to the 
middle of the room, and to the Bible, saying, 
“This order is built on the sure foundations of 
that old book.” 

Sitting there, my mind wandered out to the 
great church of Christ, and I realized as never 
before that the church, like a mighty reservoir, 
built high away yonder in the mountains of an 
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advanced, civilized and partially Christian na- 
tion, was pouring its great streams of inspira- 
tion, and blessing down through ten thousand 
channels, and here in this lodge room these men, 
beyond their power of mind to conceive were but 
building on the far edge of human life—a life 
which had been enriched, inspired and ennobled 
by the heart throbs of the church. 

The high ideals of brotherhood that lie at the 
center of the average lodge or club, are from 
the church. , 

The beautiful ritualistic services of the average 
lodge or club room are taken, at least in part, 
from the church. 

Whatever of spiritual significance may be at- 
tached to the service held behind locked doors, 
those spiritual conceptions and convictions are 
traceable back to the altars of the church. 

Without controversy, the organizations, world 
wide, that are doing the most far-reaching and 
commendable work among lines definitely charit- 
able, are the organizations most largely made up 
of church men, er men who have had a previous 
training at the altars of the church. 

Some of these days—please God, men will come 
to appreciate the fact that apart from the church 
these other movements would have never been 
realized and that these movements are most ac- 
tive, and most attractive, when most like the true 
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church, from the altars of which, all inspiration 
to holy service comes. 
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“And he is the head of the body, the church: 
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the pre-eminence.” 
Col. 1:18. 

The church is not alone the oldest, and the 
largest and the strongest and the purest and the 
most charitable institution, or organization, in 
the world, it is the most essential and necessary. 

The church is the only organization in the 
world that stands Christ at the heart of things, to 
teach in so many words, “Ye must be born 
again.” 

Other organizations may teach a high standard 
of morals, but only the church teaches a high 
standard of spirituality. 

However perfect the average outside organiza- 
tion, Christ and His cross are nowhere apparent. 

However imperfect the Church of Christ, Jesus 
Christ and the Cross are everywhere apparent, 

Quoting from an official document of one of 
the older and more honored secret societies, we 
read, “The meeting of a lodge is strictly a 
religious ceremony. So broad is the religion of 
and so carefully are all sectarian tenets ex- 
cluded from the system, that the Christian, Jew, 
and Mohammedan in all their numberless sects and 
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divisions, may and do harmoniously combine in 
its moral and intellectual work with the Buddhist, 
the Parsee, the Confucian and the worshipper of 
Deity in any form.” 

When men of such softs boast that their 
religion is based on the holy book, they over- 
looked the fact that it is based on the “holy 
book” as long as their order has to do with 
Christian lands, but that when: the movement 
jumps the confines of Christendom, and enters 
_ other lands it immediately builds around the so- 
called “holy book” of that particular race, whether 
they be Mohammedan, Confucian or Buddhist! 

Practically all the world—Christian and heath- 
en, believes in Deity. Millions who are in the 
bondage of awful superstition and ignorance, have 
their deities and worship at some shrine. 

That a man believes in. Deity means nothing, as 
there are deities many, and religions many. 

Only the church teaches “without the shedding 
of blood there is no remission of sin,” and PEASE 
I be lifted up, will draw all men unto Me.” 

The more like a real thing a thing becomes, 
if it lacks in one essential particular, the more 
dangerous that thing is liable to become for those 
who are untaught in the deeper and more necessary 
things of the word of God. 

We fear that multitudes of men and women 
are taking upon themselves the solemn and sacred 
vows of many outside organizations, organiza- 


32 UPON THIS ROCK 


tions that carry more or less of religious form and 
ceremony, and becoming fascinated with the high 
morals which the organization enjoins, they settle 
down in perfect contentment regarding their eter- 
nal state, over-looking the fact, “That which is 
born of the flesh ig flesh, and that which is born 
or the spirit is spirit.” 

While it is true that thousands of men and 
women doubtlessly die in the church, and are 
buried from the altars of the church, who stand 
at God’s judgment unsaved, and are turned for- 
ever, from the beautiful gates, yet they were lost 
because the church did not point them to the 
cross of Christ, and to the Fountain of cleansing. 

The church has certainly taught “Except ye re- 
pent ye shall all likewise perish,” and has urged 
that men and women “bring forth fruits meet for 
repentance.” 

This cannot be said of hundreds of outside 
movements. These movements often hold up the 
Christ ideals without holding up Christ. They 
seek to magnify the fruits of the Spirit, without 
recognizing the Spirit. 

They make a show of religious belief and relig- 
ious ceremony, but when you look for the “Re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus, Whom God has 
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His 
blood,” you look in vain. 

Personally I could not conscientiously belong 
to any movement, of whatever name or degree, 
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that assumed any degree of religious profession 
if the name of my Lord, and His cross, were ex- 
cluded. 

God’s people, who become identified with move- 
ments outside the church, of whatever degree or 
kind, must be careful to warn all who follow them 
there that “there is none other name under heaven 
given amongst men, whereby we must be saved,” 
lest they come into the judgment with the blood 
of lost souls on their heads and hands, 

First, last, and all the time, men and women 
must remember that “Unto you first God, having 
raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you, 
in turning away every one of you from his iniq- 
uities.” 


TALK NUMBER THREE 


“Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, 
Scythian, bond or free: but Christ is all, and 
in all.” Col. 8:11. 
ry] HIS has been called the “Golden age of 

Fraternalism.” 

The secret society movement is sweeping the 
world, 

Under various banners, and with various heads, 
probably twenty million men and women today, 
in America alone, march in the vast army of 
American Secret Societies. 

Meeting behind closed doors, and bound to 
each other by solemn, binding vows, multitudes of 
people, in all walks of life, participate in the 
hundred and one different organizations that 
comprise the tremendous whole of the secret 
fraternity of our nation. 

From every side the question is being asked, 
“What is the dynamic power behind the national 
movement?” or “What is the magnet that draws 
these millions of men and women together?” 

That there is some great ideal toward which 
these movements tend, and that there is some high 
goal, though imperfectly expressed, about which, 
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or for which, these men and women struggle, goes 
without saying, 

The authorized exponents of this national 
movement, assure us that the secret society move- 
ment of America is but the tangible expression 
of a heart cry and a heart hunger for the high 
ideals of “brotherhood” and that the tremendous 
growth of these fraternal organizations gives the 
lie to the pessimistic declaration of certain soci- 
ological investigators who declare that while the 
“dream of brotherhood is a magnificent dream, 
it is never to be realized.” 

But after all, whatever the commendable fea- 
tures of these various societies and whatever the 
magnet that draws men, does this national secret 
society movement express in any sense the high 
ideals of brotherhood? 

For any and all organizations independent of 
the church, I have no word of condemnation,— 
as I do not indiscriminately make an attack on 
any organization, whatever its ideals, and what- 
ever its work. 

I believe I am capable of seeing good wherever 
good is to be found, and in defending the church 
and magnifying the church, it is with no thought 
of detracting, in the least, from any other move- 
ment, even though that movement be wholly hu- 
man ‘and apparently imperfect. 

I remember that a friend of mine, a lodge man 
and a church man and a man widely read, called 
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me into his office to read a certain editorial in the 
official organ of his favorite lodge, which editorial, 
while false, expressed very plainly the miscon- 
ceptions that multitudes of people labor under re- 
garding the church. 

This editorial, while professing to be friendly 
to the church, was a veiled attack on the church, 
and either was concocted in ignorance, or was 
a malicious falsehood—probably a combination 
of both! 

According to this editor, the explanation of 
the marvelous—the unprecedented growth of the 
secret society movement in the United States 
was traceable in a very large measure, to the 
fact that the church of Christ no longer sounded 
the note of brotherhood, and thousands of men 
and women were turning from the church to 
lodge and club room, there to seek and there to 
find that wonderful spirit of brotherhood which 
the church had lost! 

Since the claim of the secret society is that 
this national movement is the practical expres- 
sion and natural development of the “brother- 
hood” spirit, and that we are now in the “golden 
age of fraternalism,” we need to stop and inquire 
as to the truthfulness of these claims. 

That these claims are being made to the dis- 
advantage of the church, and that thousands of 
unthinking people are being turned from Christ 
and His Cross, to deny themselves to the church, 
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and to give themselves exclusively to the lodge 
or club is certain. 

After all what is brotherhood? And what 
does it take to constitute the foundation, and 
fundamental facts of a world brotherhood? 

God’s ideal of brotherhood, is to “make of 
one blood (in Christ) all nations of men for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth” or in the 
words as expressed at the head of this talk, God 
is working toward the Golden age of Brother- 
hood “where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in 
all.” 

God is working toward that hour when “They 
shall not teach every man his neighbor, and every 
man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all 
shall know me, from the least to the greatest.” 

Christ’s ideal of brotherhood can be placed on 
no lower level, than the “solidarity of the race” 
—that from the beginning to the end, “humanity 
is one.” 

Humanity cannot be broken up into many na- 
tions, tribes, or millions of individuals for men 
and women around the world must constitute oné 
family (in Christ) when the “golden age” is 
ushered in. 

If this be true, whatever the commendable fea- 
tures of any secret society movement, when any 
group of men or women gather themselves to- 
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gether to form an organized movement in atiy 
lodge or club, and those men and women erect 
barriers that bar from their fullest fellowship 
any man or woman, who chances to be without 
friends or without money, that movement then 
violates the fundamental fact of a “spiritual 
brotherhood,” and ceases to express in any sense 
the high ideals of brotherhood, as Christ taught 
those ideals. 

The only organization in the world that has a 
right to claim the high distinction of expressing 
to the world the Christ ideal of Christian “Brother- 
hood,” is the organization that throws its doors 
wide open to all men and women, high or low, 
rich or poor, learned or illiterate, to say to all 
alike, “Come join us,” “Come thou and go with 
us and we will do thee good.” And so far as 
I know, the church of Jesus Christ is the only 
organization that offers itself to all comers, and 
that throws open its doors to all classes, and that 
seeks, without distinction, to minister in fullest 
fellowship, to every man and woman of Adam’s 
race 
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“But ye are come unto mount Zion and unto 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jeru- 
salem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 
to the general assembly and church of the first 
born.”. Heb, 12:22: 23. 
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From every side today, the charge comes, that 
the church of Christ has lost the spirit of “brother- 
hood.” 

In a northern city, several years ago, amongst 
many others who responded in the after service, 
there was a drunken gambler. 

This man was drunk when he entered the ser- 
vice, in fact would not have been there had he 
been sober. 

As the man walked down the aisle in the after 
service on a proposition to the unsaved, there 
was quite a commotion in the audience, as the 
man was apparently under the influence of 
liquor. 

However, after the prayer he arose a sober 
man and saved! 

Church men crowded around him, offering con- 
gratulations and assurances of every possible 
assistance in the battle which this man had before 
him. 

Following the closing of the meeting, this man 
was received into full membership in the church, 
and some of the leading church men organized 
a little company, and set him up in business. 

It doesn’t seem possible that one could climb 
as rapidly as that man climbed, for in three and 
a half years that intervened, between my first 
meeting (when he was saved) and my second 
meeting in that city, that man had been trans- 
formed from a drunken gambler to a well-to-do- 
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business man, an official in the church, and an 
honor to the community. 

This man in telling his story to the audience, 
practically said, in so many words, “I have felt 
many times during these years of dissipation, that 
God made me for something better than a gambler, 

“I have tried to reform—honestly, earnestly, 
and repeatedly—but I failed. 

“In my years of attempted reformation, I felt 
the need of brotherly sympathy and help, and I 
turned to every organization that I ever came 
across, but the church. 

“Knocking for admittance into the fellowship 
and companionship of these lodges and clubs, I 
was black-balled in every one, and probably 
justly so! 

“I never dreamed of turning to the church. I 
had been led to believe that the church had no 
place for such as I, and that was the last place 
in the world for a poor old down and outer to 
go! 

“When nothing else would have me, and when 
it seemed all hope was gone, I turned here, how 
I do not know, and here I have found deliverance 
from the awful sins that were drawing me to 
hell, and here I have found brotherly sympathy 
and help, and here I have found the way back to 
manhood and happiness—the goals I have often 
sought, and just as often missed.” 

Now then, when I returned to this city three 
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and a half years afterward, I found that man an 
official in the church, with a neat little home, and 
happy and well-to-do. 

In the mean time he had sought for and had 
gained admittance to three different secret soci- 
eties, and so far as I know, was a faithful and 
worthy member of these orders. 

During this second meeting something hap- 
pened—over which I had no control and which 
I deeply regretted, which caused a certain secret 
society to take offense at the management of the 
meeting. 

As I looked upon that man, sitting away back 
in the service of the church, professing to be 
offended at his brethren in Christ over some un- 
intended slight of a certain lodge, I remembered 
what he had told me about how he had been 
black-balled in all these movements and turned 
from their doors, when as a down-and-outer, he 
was trying to fight his way to respectability and 
manhood. 

I announced I would preach a sermon on the 
church, in which I took occasion to defend the 
church against the malicious, subtle lies that are 
being circulated, regarding her having lost the 
spirit of “brotherhood” and having drifted so 
far from the “ideals” of the Christ! 

“If you are down and out,” I said, “and have 
no money and no friends, and you are making a 
fight to get on your feet, it matters not how much 
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of possibility there may be in your heart and 
mind, and it matters no how desperately anxious 
you are to climb, if moneyless and friendless you 
knock at the door of lodge and club, asking for 
membership there and fellowship there, what do 
you get? 

“But you come around to the church, the old 
backslidden, God-forsaken church, where the note 
of brotherhood has long since been lost, so men 
say, and you knock for admittance there, and 
fellowship there, and help there, and what do you 
get? 

“Thank God,” I said, “there is never a church 
so worldly, and cold-blooded, and God-forsaken, 
that some few members don’t extend the hand of 
fellowship, and comradeship, and the doors of 
the church are open, and you are admitted and 
welcomed to all the privileges and blessings of 
the old blood-bought and blood-washed church 
of Christ! 

“Nor is that all, after the church takes you up, 
puts her arms around you, gets you on your 
feet, and makes of you a respectable, responsible 
citizen, one who is able to take care of himself 
and pay his way, then and not until then, will 
the lodge or club take you in! 

“And yet—and yet, men have the audacity to 
charge that the church has lost the spirit and note 
of brotherhood, and that the lodge and club are 
sounding out that which the church has lost!” 
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“For God is not unrighteous to forget your 
work and labor of love, which ye have showed to- 
ward HIS NAME, in that ye have ministered to 
the saints and do minister.” Heb. 6:10, 

Not only is it true that the church is the only 
organization that is sounding out the note of true 
brotherhood by opening its doors to full mem- 
bership for every member of Adam’s race but it 
is the only organization, to my knowledge, that 
continues in full membership those who can no 
longer pay. 

In all my travels from coast to coast and lakes 
to gulf, I have never found a church of Christ 
that suspended or expelled a member who could 
no longer, through adversity, contribute his share 
to the upkeep of the church. 

In my address on “THE CHURCH” delivered 
in a western city, I made the statement, that no 
matter how long a man had paid into the treasury 
of lodge or club, if adversity came and he could 
no longer keep up those payments, every such 
member, sooner or later, was suspended, and thus 
denied the privileges and fellowship of the order. 

A prominent church man and a lodge man, 
came to me with the assurance that I was laboring 
under false conviction, that he was secretary of a 
certain local order, connected with one of the old- 
est and most honored of our secret societies, and 
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that they not alone did not suspend a member for 
non-payment of dues, but they would lay them- 
selves liable to lose their charter if they suspend- 
ed a member on those grounds. 

From the platform that night I corrected this 
statement, saying that it had been made in all 
good faith, and with no desire to reflect on the 
high ideals of any outside order, and since a 
brother church man and a lodge man had con- 
vinced me that a certain order (and I named the 
order) did not suspend its members for non-pay- 
ment of dues, I wanted to make that public correc- 
tion. 

When the service was ended the mayor of the 
city, accompanied by a leading physician, came 
to the front with, “Brother Brown, who told you 
that?” “The secretary of the lodge,” I said, and 
then I gave the man’s name. “Pshaw,” said the 
mayor, “he doesn’t know what he is talking about, 
for this friend here and I have both been sus- 
pended for non-payment of dues in that order in 
the last six years.” 

Later I was talking to one of the men who 
stood away at the head of this movement, and I 
asked him, “Do you suspend your members for 
non-payment of dues,” and he answered, “ You 
bet your life we do.” 

Now, no matter how long a man has paid into 
the treasury of the average secret society, if ad- 
versity comes and he can no longer keep up his 
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dues in that order, he is eventually suspended, but 
in the church, when adversity comes, and our 
regular dues can no longer be paid, the assurance 
is, “What we have is yours, and yours to enjoy 
in fullest fellowship and fullest comrade-ship, 
just as if you were paying the whole bill.” 

Lodge men are very insistent in assuring us 
that the lodge provides benefits that the church 
does not provide. 

That is true, and yet even lodge men will ad- 
mit that these benefits are on the basis of cold 
business; for so much paid in, you are to draw 
so much out. 

I, myself, paid into the treasury of a certain 
fraternal insurance society, under the guarantee 
that at my death my family, or estate, would re- 
ceive a certain sum of money, and as the older 
members began dying in flocks the assessments 
began to run “double-header,” and then only 
partial payment could be paid on death claims, 
and the organization at last went defunct. Now, 
I could never, by any stretch of the imagination, 
place that fraternal society in the realm of a 
“brotherhood” movement. 

We were doing only for our own, and on the 
basis of certain financial investments, and the 
Christ ideal of brotherhood could never be nar- 
rowed down to such a movement. 

The lodge and club goes only to its own mem- 
bership, the church of Christ goes out with its 
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ministry of succor and healing to all peoples 
everywhere, and especially to those who are with- 
out money and without friends. 

The lodge or club continues in full member- 
ship only those who are able to keep up their 
regular assessments, the church continues in full 
membership all men and women, whether they 
can pay, or whether they cannot pay. 

The lodge and club have high ideals and do a 
commendable work, but only the church expresses 
the true ideals of a world brotherhood toward 
which humanity looks and longs and climbs. 

When men get the idea that the lodge or club 
is more perfectly expressing the Christ ideal of 
brotherhood than the church, they need to be 
made to see the facts. 

The fullest expression of spiritual brotherhood, ° 
and there ig no other brotherhood, is to be found 
alone in the church. 

No matter how high the ideals of any purely 
man-made organization, nor how commendable 
its work, when that organization is measured 
along side the church, it becomes a molehill ly- 
ing at the foot of a majestic mountain—a moun- 
tain whose head rises far above the mists and 
clouds, 

For every lodge and club and society, man con- 
ceived and man made, which aims at a better 
world, I have only respect and good wishes, but 
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for the church of Christ, I have deep reverence 
and sincerest love. 

The church alone points the way of the cross, 
and tells us of the “blood of the covenant” and 
the “fountain of cleansing.” 

In fact, there is not a secret society in the world 
today worthy the attention of serious minded- 
men, that does not teach its membership that the 
blood-bought and blood-washed church stanas 
high over all. 
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“But God forbid that I should glory, save in 
the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 
Gal. 6:14. 

When a certain circle of respectable, responsi- 
ble, fairly prosperous men gather themselves 
together in lodge or club, taking solemn vows, and 
pledging to each other unselfish service, however, 
commendable that movement, and whatever the 
possibilities, of that movement, that is not 
“brotherhood.” 

The church of Jesus Christ, in all her organized 
branches, stands with extended hand, of sincerest 
welcome and greeting, inviting all ages, classes 
and conditions of men, to find healing at her 
altars and refuge between her friendly walls. 

To the great restless, heart-hungry, sinning, 
suffering world the church offers fullest fellow- 
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ship and comradeship, without money and without 
price. Nor is that all, the church stands today, 
with less of sectarianism and lesg of clannishness, 
and less of narrowness than any other great 
organization that makes its appeal to the race. 

To be true, this plows cross-wise of the accept- 
ed notions and ideas and theories of the streets! 

I have had lodge and club men—many, insist, 
that the awful narrowness and clannishness and 
sectarianism of the church disgusted them, and it 
was this mean spirit of sectarianism that drove 
them from ever thinking seriously of becoming af- 
filiated with the church. 

When I asked them what they meant by the 
narrowness and clannishness and sectarianism of 
the church, they could not give me any intelli- 
gent, reasonable answer, and usually had to ad- 
mit, that they were just mouthing over the ob- 
jection they had heard some other street-corner- 
gas-bag give. 

As a matter of absolute proof—beyond the 
realm of controversy, there is more of the clannish, 
sectarian spirit manifested in the average club 
and lodge room in one night, than you will find 
in the church in a year. In fact the church today 
is being blamed, in many instances, for condi- 
tions which she has had nothing whatever to do 
with, and over which she hag no control what- 
ever. 

Go into the average circle of women who be- 
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long to some secret society, when they get to- 
gether with their badges on, and their solemn 
looks on, and their grips on, and their password 
on, and let them get into executive session be- 
hind closed doors, and I want to tell you sir, 
that the old-fashioned, dyed-in-the-wool, hard- 
shell Baptist preacher of fifty years ago, was as 
elastic as the imagination of childhood when com- 
pared with that crowd. 

Clannishness! !! Lord have mercy! 

The church has never yet got so clannish that 
it met behind locked doors, greeted each other 
with a secret signal, and admitted each other to 
the holy of holies with a password. 

People who live in glass houses should pull 
down the blinds! 

I sat in a chautauqua audience listening to the 
head official of one of our older and more honor- 
ed secret societies deliver an address on that 
order! 

Thig day had been set aside in honor of this 
great organization, and members were there from 
afar. 

The lecture was a magnificent one—beautiful, 
scholarly, eloquent ! 

In closing that address, and in illustrating 
the wonderful spirit of self-sacrifice which the 
order develops in its membership, that man de- 
scribed a burning building—a true incident he 
said. 
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In the burning building, shut out from life 
and help, were scores of dying men. 

Between the living and the dying, was a wall of 
fire. 

The thousands without could hear the cries 
and groans of those who were burning to death. 

Finally from within that furnace of fire came 
the “distress signal” of this order, and before any 
man could restrain him, a brother lodge man 
without, flung himself into that roaring furnace 
of fire and died in an effort to save his brother 
who was dying in the flames! 

It was a thrilling culmination to a great ad- 
dress, and the audience went wild, 

With head sore, and heart sore, over the pound- 
ing I had received, charging that my church was 
clannish, and sectarian and narrow, I said, “O, 
heaven help us, that won’t do—that won’t do! !” 

What if some Methodist pastor—some Baptist 
pastor—some Presbyterian pastor should use 
the same illustration telling how a_ brother 
church man would fling himself into the flames 
to save a brother church man, but who remained 
unmoved, when members of other churches cried 
for help, what would the world say of such 
teaching ? 

I was once in an awful wreck—thirty-seven 
killed, three score injured. When the wrecked 
train, with the living, injured, and dead, was 
pulled back to a little city nearby, and the 


UPON THIS ROCK ol 


‘word of the disaster spread through the city, that 
city arose, magnificently, to the occasion, doing 
all that human hearts and hands could do. 

Daylight had hardly come, when into the hotel 
office, where the passengers were crowded, came 
a committee from one of the lodges—very beauti- 
ful, I thought, and amongst these frightened, or 
‘suffering passengers this committee went, saying 
“We are from such and such a lodge,” and to the 
‘woman next to me they asked, “Is your husband 
a member of such and such an order—your father 
—etc., etc.” 

Later a second committee came from another 
order, and again the questions were asked, and the 
fact made clear that this committee was from 
one of the great secret societies and that they were 
looking after those who had claims upon this 
order. 

It was all very wonderful, and beautiful, and 
.so commendable. 

But a little later, in came a committee of five 
—men and women, and they said, “We are from 
the churches of this city,” and down the line they 
went, asking all alike, “What can we do,”—and 
there was never a question as to whether men 
and women were Baptist, Episcopalians, Presby- 
‘terians, Methodists, etc., etc., but wholly a matter 
of service to all. 

I thank God for whatever of Service any and 
-all such organizations may render to the world, 
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but I thank God most, that high over all, there 
stands the wonderful Church of Christ, minister- 
ing to all people, in all ages—high or low, rich 
or poor, and offering succor and refuge to every 
weary heart. 


Thank God for the church! 


TALK NUMBER FOUR 


“Upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” Matt. 16:18. 


[WY HE growth of the secret society movement 
wR is phenomenal. 

The swiftness and the quietness with which 
these multiplied agencies have swept the country 
is amazing. 

Not until the launching of the Ku Klux Klan 
was the nation awakened to the realization of the 
tremendous grip which the secret society appeal 
seemed to have on the national life. 

It is probable that the controversy which has 
been waged over this last named organization, 
fhas awakened more of questioning, and started 
more of investigation, as to the where, and the 
thow, and the why, of the secret society, than any 
other agency, or factor. 

A prominent fraternal society man, ten years 
ago in an article in one of our leading maga- 
zines, announced that at that time, there were 
125,000 distinct local organizations of secret 
‘societies in the nation. 

The past ten years has witnessed a more rapid 
growth in this regard, than any previous quarter 
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of a century, and it is within the realm of the 
absolute facts in the case, doubtless, to say, that 
there are a quarter of a million distinct, and 
separated, local orders of secret societies in 
America today! 

Few men there are in this age who are not 
identified with some one of the hundred and one 
secret, or fraternal organizations or societies, 
while some men and women belong to so many 
they hardly know what the total list numbers. 

To undertake to analyze this national move- 
ment, so as to give an accurate estimate as to 
the sum total of its good, and to reveal clearly 
just what the magnet is, which draws these mil- 
lions of men together, would require months,. 
and possibly years of investigation and study. 

One thing sure, the reader of history knows 
that there was a time in the history of the world, 
when the secret society seemed an absolute neces- 
city. That was the day of kings and of tyrants,. 
of national slavery and tyranny, when for most 
of God’s truest and noblest men and women, if 
religious convictions were to be followed, and if 
fellowship was to be had with spirits of like 
faith, secretly, and always, these meetings had’ 
to be held in cave, or cellar, or garret or away 
yonder on the mountain side with far flung senti- 
nels standing guard . 

That this is the appeal of the secret society 
today, is certainly not true, for we live, thank- 


UPON THIS ROCK 59 


‘God, beneath the Stars and the Stripes, where 
every man is permitted to worship God according 
to the dictates of his own conscience, and no man, 
or set of men, dare molest or make him afraid. 

In fact it is the argument of some of our clea:- 
est thinkers, that the whole foundation work of 
the secret society movement violates the true 
spirit of American Independence and liberty, 

Every vow that any man takes to lodge, club, 
or secret society, abridges by that far, his fullest 
and freest liberty as an American citizen. That 
the secret society movement is actuated by the 
ideals of Christ, can hardly be argued, because 
it was written of him, everywhere that “He did 
nothing in secret.” 

It was his challenge and his boast that what- 
ever he did, or said, was openly, and before all 
the world. } 

Leading soul winners of the world, including 
such men as Spurgeon, Moody, Dixon, Torrey, be- 
lieved and taught that the whole secret society 
movement is in direct opposition, and in open 
violation of the true principles of Christianity. 

One cannot say then, that the growth of the 
secret society movement in America is the de- 
velopment of a refuge, to which men and women 
can flee whose liberties are being threatened, or 
whose lives are in jeopardy! 

One cannot say that the secret society movement 
is the outgrowth of any great revival in spiritual 
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ideals, that only the lodge or club can give ex- 
pression to! 

Some insist that the special magnet that draws 
men is the mantle of secrecy—as the colored 
preacher said, “To know the Unknowable, and to 
unscrew the unscrutable”—that this is the at- 
tractive feature about the whole movement. 

Men are strange creatures, for when men can 
screw themselves up to imagine some subtle, in- 
visible, death dealing foe, lurking nearby some- 
where, and to combat that foe, one must assume 
masks, and secret signs and meet in gully, den, 
or mountain retreat to wave pine knots, and vow 
solemn vows, the whole procedure, becomes gro- 
tesque, ludricrous, and pathetic. 

Possibly one of the most potent factors in the 
growth of all these movements, good, bad and 
indifferent, is the usual American tendency to 
turn everything into gold. 

Then too, it appeals to some men to carry 
secret signs, passwords, and to appear at the little 
hole in the door, to pronounce reverently the 
name of George Washington, and to be ushered 
into the august presence of some bedecked and 
holy potentate, there to pass through humble 
obeisance, to others of the human family! 

After all, it is probable that the tremendous 
growth of some of our newer and more widely 
advertised organizations, is traceable back to the 
well-known American characteristic of trying to 
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turn everything into gold. Men and women draw- 
ing handsome salaries, or receiving large commis- 
sions on every candidate secured, are working al- 
most every city, town, and hamlet, while certain 
of the newer organizations have already been in 
courts in a fight over the spoils. 

In this fight for control of the treasury, high 
moguls have charged each other with drunken- 
ness, dishonesty, and every conceivable form of 
trickery and fraud; and in this fight lost one of 
the most effective agencies it had in drawing men, 
and that was the agency of secrecy. 

Whatever of holy mystery may have been 
thrown around these societies, this last staged 
squabble, with all its sordidness, and shame, in- 
dicated beyond controversy, that whatever the 
ideals of the movement, and however high the 
ideals of thousands in its membership, this organ- 
ization, like scores of others, had back of it a 
desire for leadership, and financial gain, and was 
not launched actuated by any Christian ideals. 

And this very competition that is going on be- 
tween the hundred and one different societies, 
‘secret and fraternal, is probably the most potent 
and dangerous of influences for the church to 
face today! 


UPON THIS ROCK 


“No man can serve two masters; for either he 
will hate the one and love the other; or he will 
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hold to the one and despise the other.” Matt. 
6:24, 

This declaration of Jesus Christ becomes a line 
of divine cleavage, cutting like a razor, and divid- 
ing to the right hand and the left. 

To the questioning, hungering lawyer, who pro- 
pounded the question, “Which is the first com- 
mandment of all,” Jesus answered, “Love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy mind, and with all thy strength.” 

In the Christian life, once a man has sworn 
allegiance to the “heavenly vision”, there is no 
turning back to kiss the living, and no turning 
back to bury the dead. 

It is a life in which the command comes, “Come. 
out from amongst them,”—“be ye separate.” 

It is a life in which we are exhorted to be 
ever “Looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works.” 

Now it is the claim, often made, and by our 
most spiritual men, that the secret society move- 
ment is becoming a real menace to Christianity, 
and to the church. 

While the lodge and club profess, always, to: 
be friendly to the church, it is, nevertheless, by 
counterfeiting many of the solemn sacred rites: 
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of the church, and by professing a certain form 
of religion, slowly but surely weaning hundreds 
of thousands from their love for, and loyalty to, 
the church of Jesus Christ. 

That “no man can serve two masters” is as 
apparent in this particular as anywhere else on 
earth, for only a casual survey of the average 
community will demonstrate the fact that the most 
active lodge workers of the community are not 
the most active church workers and vice versa. 

While there are exceptions to this rule, these 
exceptions only prove the rule, for nine times 
cut of ten the man who lives up to his privileges 
end responsibilities in the church has no time for 
the lodge, and the man who lives up to his oath, 
and becomes enthusiastic in the work of the lodge, 
loses interest in the church. 

A very prominent pastor who became affliated 
with one of our older and more honored secret 
societies, announced the surprise and grief that 
came to him, when on his first attendance at the 
lodge room he found that very, very few men there 
stood for aggressive Christian work in the com- 
munity, but instead the larger number of the 
circle were men indifferent to church work, or 
in open hostility to the church. 

Multitudes of devout Christians, as we happen 
to know, are just now passing through deep 
questioning, and severest heart struggle, to know 
what stand to make on this matter. 


60 UPON THIS ROCK 


After coming out of a noon day luncheon in 
one of the leading hotels of the west, where I 
had been the speaker before one of the most 
popular of the noon day clubs of men, a pastor 
—a man of God, in gravest concern, said, “I don’t 
know what I am to do with this question. I don’t 
want to offend these men, but I can’t reconcile 
myself to many of the things carried on there.” 

This day in particular a jazz band whined and 
moaned as the men entered the dining room, and 
many of the men paired off and began dancing 
the usual suggestive dances of the dance hall, and 
this was followed with an entertainment by a 
vaudeville troupe, with a woman singing a vulgar 
song, and the dining closed with the announce- 
ment of theatre tickets at the door. 

In the name of God, what business has a con- 
secrated Christian layman, much less a Christian 
minister, got in a crowd and an atmosphere like 
that? 

Later I addressed another large group of men 
of another noon day club at which time the enter- 
tainment committee announced that arrangements 
had been made for the big annual event of the 
club, at which time women were to be brought, 
and the whole affair was to be combined with 
a sumptuous feed, and close with a big dance, 
and that the members had been assessed $25 each 
to defray expenses. 

There sat a prominent pastor as a member of 
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that club, and nearly half of the members of 
that organization were members of some evangel- 
ical church, 

Many of the lodges and clubs of today make 
their headquarters a loafing place, with dance, 
cards and everything worldly, and just as certain 
as a young men ties up at such a worldly center, 
he seals his own doom so far as spiritual life, 
and Christian service are concerned. 

As president of the Siloam Bible Conference I 
have been profoundly impressed with the fact 
that practically every great Bible teacher—men 
upon whom God’s conscious blessings rest, are 
men who have kept clear of all entanglements in 
lodge or club, and who do not hesitate to say 
that they would not belong to a secret society, or 
any organization where their influence or money 
makes respectable and acceptable that which the 
church condemns. 

D. L. Moody tells of a secret temperance society 
which he allowed in his church in Chicago, which 
grew rapidly, and which finally was composed 
of more outsiders than church people, and how 
finally the worldly crowd outvoted his church 
young folk, and announced a big dance under the 
auspices of the the order. 

“I cleaned that society out of my church,” said 
Moody, “as though it had been a nest of unclean 
birds.” 

Dr. R. A. Torrey, dean of the Los Angeles 
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Bible Institute, and known around the world as 
a Bible expositor and soul winner, says, “I don’t 
see how an intelligent, consecrated Christian man 
can belong to a secret society,” while Dr. A, C. 
Dixon, formerly pastor of the great Spurgeon 
Tabernacle, London, says, “Organized secrecy is 
opposed to the tenets of Christianity. Christian- 
ity is a revelation, not a concealment.” 

Dr. A. J. Gordon, one of the best known Bap- 
tists in the world, said, “Membership in the secret 
lodge is certainly incompatible with usefulness 
in the Christian Church. If I ever doubted this 
fact, many years of experience have put it beyond 
question”, while Dr. James Gray, Dean of the 
Moody Bible Institute, says, “Essential features 
of all other counterfeits (of Christianity) are 
found in the lodge system, and while it is not 
to say it is the consummation of them all, yet 
nevertheless, it is as dangerous as any in its 
tendency to rob men of clear and satisfying hope 
of Christ, their only Saviour.” 

Colonel Clark, who founded Pacific Garden Mis- 
sion, Chicago, where meetings were held every 
night, and where for twelve years never a night 
passed without men being saved, Stephen Merritt 
who founded old Water Street Mission, New York, 
and Chas. G. Finney, probably the greatest evan- 
gelistic preacher in the history of the world, were 
all high up in the secret society circles when 
saved to God, and all three of them withdrew 
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from membership, insisting that they could not 
be true to Jesus Christ and have His blessing, 
and remain true to their oaths in the secret society. 

These men were branded as cranks—all of 
them, but in this list of names given are men who 
have been so used of God that there are no greater 
names before the church today. 

God’s prophet has ever been a separator, and 
never a mixer. And woe be to that preacher when 
ungodly men slap him on the back, and call him 
a “good scout” and a “great mixer.” 


UPON THIS ROCK 


“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, 
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk with- 
out money and without price. Wherefore do ye 
spend money for that which is not bread? and 
your labor for that which satisfieth not? Hearken 
diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is 
good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.” 
Iga. 5572,°3. 

Only recently I read an extended editorial, in 
one of our leading American newspapers, telling 
something of the enormous sums of money that 
certain secret societies were spending today, 

One society alone, so this editor claimed, was 
spending over one hundred million dollars in the 
building of lodge buildings to house their local 
organizations, 


64 UPON THIS ROCK 


In Baltimore this society was building a fifteen 
million dollar home, while in Detroit, Washing- 
ton, and Birmingham buildings were being con- 
structed costing five million, three million, and 
one million respectively. It has been estimated 
that the secret society of America is spending an- 
nually, upon the upkeep of its machinery alone, 
the astonishing total of over one billion dollars. 


Understand this does not include benefits, but 
covers buildings, rentals, conventions, regalia, 
traveling expenses, banquets, presents, etc., etc. 


I was in a beautiful little city recently of nearly 
ten thousand souls where two of the most impos- 
ing, and expensive buildings in the city were 
built and owned by secret societies, many of whose 
membership were either members of some evan- 
gelical church, or professedly friendly thereto. 

Sad to say, the churches in that city, in the 
main, were pitiable—old, in bad repair, and 
wholly inadequate to the work of the community 
along spiritual lines. 

In another beautiful county seat city, I found 
so many clubs and lodges that it was considered 
so unusual as to be worthy comment, when you 
found a man or women who did not belong to at 
least one of these organizations, and some belong 
to from three to half-dozen. 


Of course the competition amongst these orders 
was marked, and every possible influence and at- 
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traction were used to get new members and hold 
the old members. 

Dances, card parties, entertainments, local 
talent shows, fish ponds, gambling stunts and 
every other type of worldliness and questionable 
indulgence, were headed up in some of these 
orders. 

The churches here were run down, preachers 
far behind in their salaries, church folk discour- 
aged, and the whole work of Christ more or less 
a “hissing and a by-word” to the men of the 
streets, 

Some folk made no bones of the fact when they 
had paid their assessments in lodge and club, they 
had no ready money left for the church, and that 
after they had attended the meetings of the secret 
societies and participated in their entertainments 
they had neither time nor taste for the things of 
God’s house. 

Multitudes of churches and church communities 
are being bled white, by these hundred and one 
organizations that have sprung up in recent years, 
and organizations that while professing friend- 
ship and respect for the church, are taking upon 
themselves many of the functions of the church, 
counterfeiting her solemn ceremonies, and usurp- 
ing her fields of philanthropic activities. The 
claim has been made, and correctly so, that any- 
where from sixty-five to seventy-five per cent of 
the membership of our older and more honored 
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secret societies is composed of men and women 
who hold membership in some branch of the 
organized church of Jesus Christ. 

If that is true, then it is evident on the face 
of it, that at least three quarters of a billion 
dollars—of the more than one billion spent an- 
nually upon the machinery of these secret 
societies, is being spent by the church of Jesus 
Christ! 

If this three quarters of a billion dollars, spent 
upon the upkeep of all this vast machinery of 
the secret society, could be brought back and 
poured into the treasury of the church of Christ, 
and poured through the church into the definite 
work of clothing the naked, feeding the hungry, 
housing the homeless, and ministering to the suf- 
fering, do you know what would happen? 

The average church community could have a 
hospital and an orphanage and a home for the 
aged, sufficiently large to take care of all its local 
needs, and these institutions could be built and 
maintained by the enormous sums of money the 
average community spends on all this unnecessary 
machinery, much of which was pounded into 
existence by men who wanted to collect so much 
per head for getting the candidates in. 

While it is true that Protestantism has not al- 
ways used wisely the money which has been paid 
into her treasury, yet she is making progress, and 
with the passing of the days, she is learning how 
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to invest better that money which becomes hers. 

There was a time when in little villages of three 
to six hundred souls one often found from four 
to six, little, weak, struggling evangelical churches 
—with altar against altar, and with the whole 
enterprise existing on the missionary money sent 
in while pastors all but starved, and where the 
churches had to fight each other to live. 

The time is coming when every such a com- 
munity will have one strong, aggressive, self-sup- 
porting, federated church where God’s people can 
work in harmony and peace, and where altar is 
no longer built against altar, and brother’s hand 
no longer raised against brother. 

With that high goal reached, the problems of 
the church are yet legion! 

Not until God’s people come to have a con- 
science on money, and their responsibility to God, 
as to how they spend that money, will the drain 
that threatens the very life of the church through 
this sweep of lodge and club, be stopped. 

While I have no word of commendation for 
Catholicism, and believe the Catholic machine 
rotten, top to bottom, yet I do believe that the 
Protestant church could learn a very valuable 
lesson from the Catholic church. 


In Catholicism, Catholicism controls the pocket- 
book of Catholicism, 
While Catholics have their secret societies, they 
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are few, and all are under the direction of the 
church, 


Every dollar spent by a Catholic magnifies and 
glorifies Catholicism. 

As a result, in the average city, and on the most 
conspicuous hills, there stand the great institu- 
tions of the Catholic church, before which the 
institutions of Protestantism often look insignifi- 
cant and contemptible. 


To the Catholic hospital and to the Catholic 
orphanage and to the Catholic home for the aged, 
Protestants are often taken; while Protestant 
church members are dividing up their millions 
that should build these institutions, into funds 
to keep the machinery of a hundred and one dif- 
ferent church organizations and a hundred and 
one different secret society organizations in opera- 
tion—organizations that not alone overlap, but 
that are everywhere in conflict. 


UPON THIS ROCK 


“For whosoever shall give you a cup of cold 
water to drink IN MY NAME, because ye belong 
to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose 
his reward.” Mark 9:41, 


Every secret society seeks by some visible, tang- 
ible demonstration of a philanthropic nature, to 
convince the world that it has at heart charitable 
impulses, and is necessary in the bearing of the 


UPON THIS ROCK 69 


world’s burden, and in the healing of the world’s 
hurt. | 

Every lodge and club undertakes, sooner or 
later, to found some institution for the housing of 
the orphan, or the aged, or the infirm and sick, and 
these institutions are never built around the “cross 
of Christ” and in the name of the “world’s Re- 
deemer”, but ever and always, top and bottom, 
through and through, these institutions are operat- 
ed in the name, and for the glory of the organiza- 
tions that builds them. 

The orphanage is not built in the name of him 
who said, “Suffer little children to come unto me,” 
and the home for the aged is not built in the name 
of him who said, “Behold thy mother,” and the 
home for the suffering is not built in the name 
of him who said, “They that be whole need not a 
physician, but they that are sick,” and the home 
for the fallen is not built in the name of him 
who said, “Neither do I condemn thee; go and 
sin no more.” 

It is the cup of cold water given in the name of 
Jesus Christ, that is to be rewarded in the day of 
the final accounting, and multitudes of church 
members will be overwhelmed with grief and 
shame when standing in the presence of the King 
eternal, at the last day, to find that they made their 
charitable gifts, and centered their practical help 
to a suffering world, in an institution that had 
no place for their “bleeding, dying, living, reign- 
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ing Lord,” and that their gifts were made and 
their efforts were given to magnify an institution 
rather than a person! 

A prominent church and lodge man recently 
made the statement that his favorite lodge was do- 
ing more charity work in that city than any church 
in the city and while I did not agree with the 
statement, I did challenge the man to tell me 
honestly how large a per cent of his lodge mem- 
bership was from the church. 

He insisted that it had never occurred to him, 
that more than eighty per cent of the membership 
of his lodge had been drawn from the seven evan- 
gelical churches of that city, and that after all, 
it was the church of Christ doing the work, but 
through the lodge rather than the church! 

It was the spirit of him who said, “I came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister,” actuating 
these good deeds, and it was his followers— 
eighty per cent of them, doing that work, but 
the lodge was getting the glory for the work done, 
and unsaved men in that lodge were using the 
splendid work of these church members, done 
through the lodge, as a club to brain the church. 

And just here is the storm cloud that threatens 
the church today! 

Multitudes of chuch members are making the 
house of God the place of inspiration for Chris- 
tian service—the place for praying and singing 
and testifying, and are then turning to lodge and 
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club and down-town society, where unsaved men 
gather, to do the practical work of Christ, and 
these unsaved men never stop to realize that when 
they denounce the church as a “begging and Psalm 
singing church,” and name the lodge as the place 
where practical Christian work is done, that it is 
the Spirit of Christ and the church that prompts 
these good works, and mostly church members 
doing the work! 

We challenge any serious-minded man to in- 
vestigate the statements here made, and rest in 
the assurance that only a casual survey of these 
movements, about whose charitable operations we 
hear will demonstrate the fact that these organiza- 
tions are made up pretty largly of Christian peo- 
ple, and the people are usually found to be the 
leaders in every charitable work which the order 
undertakes, zs 

Nor is that all, for a careful checking of the 
average church list will often show that the mem- 
bers who are furthest behind with the regular 
assessments to the church, are men and women 
who are drained to death with their multiplied 
calls for financial support of lodge and club, 

I went into a great southern city, where the 
church men had met in solemn assembly, to dis- 
cuss the charitable work of that city, and it was 
voted to undertake charity work that year on the 
largest scale ever attempted, and in order that the 
whole purse of the city might be commanded it 
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was voted to make the movement not alone inter- 
denominational but absolutely non-religious. 

In keeping with those announced plans, a 
Catholic was elected chairman, though he did not 
profess to be religious at all, and a Jew was elect- 
ed treasurer, though he never attended the syna- 
gogue. 

Two men of the world, unsaved, unchurched, 
and openly indifferent to Christianity, and yet 
placed at the head of the greatest charitable pro- 
gram the church had ever launched! 

I was not in the meeting three days, until it 
began coming to me, “Yes, the church! The old 
worldly, God-forsaken church. Who is doing the 
charity work of this city? The church? No! 
Men of the world—men not even professing to be 
friendly to Christianity.” 

The church certainly can sing the song the 
sinner sings, “The mistakes of my life have been 
many,” and certainly, the church never pulled 
a bigger fool stunt in the history of that city. 

Dr. A. C. Dixon, formerly pastor of Spurgeon’s 
Tabernacle, London, England, tells how he was 
called to conduct the funeral services of a woman 
of his church and when he got there he found 
three different lodges ready to inject in their 
parts of their ritualistic services for the dead. 

None of the three ever mentioned Jesus Christ 
or atoning work on the cross, and Dr, Dixon said, 
“Some of the most wicked people in that part 
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of the city officiated over this body,” and of course 
the minister of the Gospel of Christ, the represent- 
ative of the great blood bought church, was made 
to look like a fool. 

Max Wertheimer, probably one of the greatest 
of Jewish lecturers on prophecy, said “I finally 
consented to join the lodge on being assured that 
the name of Jesus Christ was not mentioned there. 
For four years I was chaplain of that lodge. 
When I became converted to Christianity, I left 
the lodge for the same reason that I went in, be- 
cause Jesus Christ was not allowed to enter.” 

Others may do as they will, but a long time 
ago, I decided, since all that I am and all that 
I ever expect to be, I owe to the Christ who died 
to atone for my sins upon the cross; and, since 
His promise of reward to me is that whatever 
I do, I am to do IN HIS NAME, I have decided 
that every dollar I can give, and every helping 
hand I can extend, and every home I can make 
brighter, and every heart I can make lighter, that 
all, all, shall be done in the name of Jesus Christ, 
my Lord, my Saviour and my coming King. 


TALK NUMBER FIVE 


“Upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” Matt. 16:18. 


HE time is coming, no man knows when, 
a when the church, the bride, is to be 
taken out of the world. 

No man can realize what a bankrupt, what a 
pitiable pauper, this world will be when that 
time comes, 

Before the flood there was no house of wor- 
ship and no Bible and no song book and no com- 
munion of saints! 

Just think what a tragedy of darkness would 
everywhere prevail if God today wiped out every 
church and every Sunday school and every instru- 
ment of music and every place of prayer and 
every song book, and took out of the world every 
preacher, praying mother, and Godly wife or 
child. 


The appalling conditions that existed before the 
flood, and that brought swift judgment upon the 
world, would again prevail, except the sins and 
crimes and degradation would be more far-reach- 
ing, more cunning, and more destructive. 
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never had a church? 

No man of God would stand at the grave of 
death to remind us that “because He lives, we 
shall live also.” 

With Bible and church gone, no one would 
tell us of the “Fountain filled with blood, drawn 
from our Saviour’s veins.” 

With the Bible gone, and the church gone, we 
would live in a night of darkness—a night into 
which no ray of light could ever come, and over 
which no star of hope could ever rise. 

No “lamb of God to take away the sins of the 
world,” no “come unto me all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden,” no “rest that remaineth for 
the children of God.” 

Without the Bible and without the church, the 
islands of the seas, where once cannibalism held 
its deadly sway, and where now the songs of “re- 
deeming love” are heard, would soon sink back 
into heathenism and cannibalism, and the so- 
called civilized and Christianized nations of the 
world would eventually drop to lower levels than 
Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities of the plains. 

No church, no Bible, no Christ, no heaven, no 
“redemption through His blood,” no immortality, 
—without the church, only God knows how poor 
the world would be! 

Other organizations may deal with externals, 
and go through the form of religion—stealing the 
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livery of the church, and talking some of the 
language of the church, but only the church leads 
men to the Cross of Christ and really “traffics 
with the eternities.” 

From the hour when God said to Noah and his 
family, “Come thou, and all thy house into the 
ark,” the church, in one form or another, has 
been in the world but not until Christ came, to 
gather up all prophecy and all ceremony and all 
symbolism to carry them to the cross, was the 
church revealed to men, as the great “bride of 
Christ,” with a world gospel and with a world- 
wide mission. 

It was a strange declaration which Jesus made, 
when he said, “Upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it,” for at that very time he was hasten- 
ing toward the “last supper,” the “garden of 
Gethsemane,” the “judgment hall,” the “awful 
cross.” 


Soon his disciples were to scatter like sheep, 
one to betray him, another to deny him, and all 
to forsake him, while at the morning of the resur- 
rection, the only visible, tangible evidences that 
Christianity ever existed, were the grave clothes 
and the empty tomb. 


The vast crowds that thronged about him, cry- 
ing, “Crown Him! Crown Him!” had melted 
away, the disciples had given up the fight, and 
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only a few women had the temerity to return to 
the tomb on the third day. 

To have stood there, with only the grave clothes 
lying about, a few Roman soldiers lying, panic- 
stricken on the ground, and a few wondering 
women huddled near, would have been to feel that 
the declaration of Jesus Christ, “Upon this rock 
I will build my church” was but the declaration 
of a man—a man, stark, staring mad! 

Nevertheless, here at this empty tomb, the first 
evidences of resurrection life, there began the 
church of Christ, that vast institution, which today 
girdles the globe, and that stands as the one great 
stabilizing, purifying, civilizing agency of the 
world. 

Wherever light and liberty and education press 
their way, the church, in her multiplied activities 
is ever there, leading the way—teaching, inspir- 
ing, suffering dying. ~ 

At every call of the world’s darkness, for 
“torch bearers” to push and wade and cut through 
tangled vine, death-breathing swamp and jungle 
darkness, carrying light and hope to the “other 
brother” who sits in darkness and superstition and 
death, it has been the church that has answered 
the call. 

These pioneers of civilization are not sent out 
from lodge or club or labor organizations, but 
always and ever, from the altars of the church. 

Into the remotest parts of the earth, the soldiers 
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of the cross of Christ have made their way, until 
today, scarcely a place can be found where Christ 
has not been preached and where civilization has 
not flashed its enobling rays. 

Whether it is to swelter on the banks of the 
Congo, freeze in the ice and snows of Alaska, be 
beheaded by the Boxers in China, or massacred 
by the Turks in Armenia, the soldiers of the cross 
of Christ never falter, and the work goes on. 

Probably no regret ever so deeply stirred the 
heart of St. Paul, as the regret that in his blind- 
ness and sin, he had “persecuted the Church of 
Christ.” 

While the church was small in his day, and the 
ministers few, and often poorly equipped, St. 
Paul assures us that he prized the “fellowship in 
the gospel” of these men and admonishes us to 
“know them which labor amongst you and are 
over you in the Lord, and admonish you, and 
esteem them very highly, in love for their work’s 
sake.” 

There is no man today, capable of connected 
thought, and with any true sense of values, who 
does not realize that the church is an institution 
before which every other organization sinks into 
absolute insignificance and no man can better 
show his appreciation of the blessings of a Chris- 
tian civilization, than by swearing eternal al- 
legiance and loyalty to the Church which Christ 
“bought with his own blood.” 
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“God who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in times past unto the fathers by the proph- 
ets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his 
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, 
by whom also he made the worlds.” Heb. 1:1, 2. 

God never works hap-hazard in the affairs of 
men. 

Before the “foundations of the world” were laid, 
God foresaw the fallen state of man, and pre- 
pared for man’s redemption! 

Long centuries before the advent of Christ in 
the world, God announced the place and the man- 
ner of His coming, and down to the smallest de- 
tail of that predicted event, every prophecy was 
fulfilled. 

If this is true of Christ, this is true also of the 
church, for in Christ God has made known the 
“mystery which hath been hid from the ages,” 
of a church without “spot or wrinkle”—the ador- 
ing bride of the coming Christ. 

In the providence of God, which in its most 
limited sense, means fore-vision and fore-action, 
the church was conceived, planned and launched, 
and nothing now, or ever, connected with the 
true church is accidental or incidental. 

God did not fling the church into the world 
without foundation, form, or purpose, 


God did not fling the church into the world to 
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be the plaything of chance or the creature of the 
caprice of man. 

God did not fling the church into the world to 
drift down through the centuries, to occupy the 
place of a Lazarus on the doorstep of the world. 

God knew the church would become a light- 
house to all ages—a channel of saving truth to 
all generations—an institution before which all 
organizations and institutions would stand as in- 
significant nothings! 

When Jesus Christ gave utterance to the cheer- 
ing fact, “Upon this rock I will build my church 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it,” 
He was only giving utterance to the “eternal 
purpose” of God, born in the heart of God when 
the race was launched! 

Before the church ever reached its high fruition 
ir Christ, God had laid the foundations of the 
mighty institution yet to be, and when God laid 
those foundations He went so deep, and built so 
securely, that the bitterest opposition of the world, 
and the fiercest attacks of hell, would not shake 
—much less break—the church. 

In other words, God in His omniscience and in 
His omnipotence, in launching the church, launch- 
ed with the church whatever of safeguards or 
whatever of attendant institutions, would be neces- 
sary to guarantee the stability, permanency, and. 
success of the church throughout the world and 
throughout all ages. 
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Side by side with the church, and just as 
old, are two institutions, either of which is ab- 
solutely essential and necessary in the progress, 
power, and perpetuity of the church of God, and 
side by side with the facts, everywhere taught, 
that the church is to abide in spite of the gnawing 
teeth of time, there stands the facts of these two 
institutions, as parts and parcels of the mighty 
church. 

One is the institution of the holy day, and the 
other is the institution of the holy tithe. 


The church cannot prosper and accomplish its 
work in the world without the enthusiastic and 
whole-hearted co-operation of the people, hence 
‘God reserves one day out of seven, as a day of 
worship, and sends forth the edict, “Thou shalt 
remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.” 

The church cannot prosper and accomplish 
its work in the world without the enthusiastic and 
whole-hearted co-operation of the people in things 
financial, hence God reserves to Himself one dol- 
lar out of every ten, and announces “the tithe 
is the Lord’s.” 

Now these two agencies are the most important 
of all the tremendously important agencies in 
the upbuilding and outbuilding of the church. 

Wherever God’s day is kept ag a “holy day,” 
and spent Godward through the church, God’s 
house is crowded with worshippers and the church 
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commands the respect and esteem of infidel, athe- 
ist, agnostic, and Christian. 

And wherever the holy day is turned into a 
holiday, or into a day for the making of mer- 
chandise, God's house is practically abandoned, 
and the church becomes more or less of a pitiable 
joke in the eyes of men. 

If a man steals God’s day, God will chase him 
to hell! 

And just so, where the law of the tithe is sacred- 
ly observed, and the one-tenth of the increase of 
man’s hands and lands is devoted to the specific 
and exclusive work of God and His church, the 
treasury of the church is full to the overflow, and 
money never has to be mentioned in the church. 

And whenever the people repudiate God’s 
plans, and repudiate God, and adopt a hit-and- 
miss system (God save the mark) of their own, 
then it is that all sorts of worldly and sinful ex- 
pedients must be resorted to, to get a few dollars 
to keep the church from actual bankruptcy; and 
the heart of God is grieved; the people are thrown 
on the rocks spiritually; and the church becomes. 
a joke. 

There is no man, with a thimble-full of brains, 
who does not know that God’s plan will work— 
and when one day in seven and one dollar in ten 
are set aside sacredly and conscientiously and 
enthusiastically, the church is as sure of ultimate 
victory, as it is sure that Christ died. 
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In many a church today, having ditched God’s 
method of the tithe, we are resorting to cheap 
clap-trap expedients to raise money, that would 
actually cheapen and make ridiculous a “peanut 
stand.” 

While we resort to ice-cream suppers, grab- 
bag socials, cheap theatricals, fish ponds, bazaars 
and garbage-can rallies, the church debt crushes 
the church, the preacher goes with salary unpaid, 
and the average business house would give credit 
to a street beggar just as quickly as it would give 
credit to the church. 


With the church tithing, all bills of the church 
are paid in full, and as promptly as any bank 
pays its bills; the treasury of the church is well 
supplied, and all needed equipment of the church 
is provided; and with the surplus, the heathen 
would have the gospel preached to them. 


The church will never have God’s blessing 
rest upon it, as long as it is stealing God’s day 
or God’s tithe—but, instead, there will be spiritual 
dearth, lack of vision, disorganization, degenera- 
tion, and death. 


UPON THIS ROCK 


“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, 
or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but 
to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or tittle shall in no wise 
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pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Matt. 
5:17, 18; 

Time and money are the two most valuable 
assets of man. 

These two agencies become the dominating fac- 
tors in the lives of multitudes. 

“Millions of worlds”, cried a dying queen, 
“would I give for one hour more of life.” 

And just as some folk reach out after, and 
clutch for, that fleeting thing called life, so 
others reach out after and clutch for that seduc- 
tive something called money. 

That man is wise indeed, who has learned to 
“buy up the opportunities” which life gives, to 
invest his days for God and humanity, and wiser 
still, possibly, and stronger still, probably, is 
the man who can make money his servant, and 
then seek money, only as an agency for the com- 
mon good, to invest each dollar where it will 
count largest in the uplift of the race. 

When God launched the church, he knew as 
only omniscience can know how tremendously 
important “time” and “money” would be in the 
successful administration of the affairs of His 
church, and He knew, as only God can know, how 
even the best of people would be inclined to 
waste time on matters that do not count for much, 
and how they would try to evade responsibility 
where large demands were made for the dollar. 
If the church were to be made triumphant, in ali 
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ages of the world’s history, then man must be 
made to realize that a certain, stated, specific, 
portion of every man’s time, was to be counted 
-as “God's time” and set aside to be sacredly kept 
for Him. 

God knew too, how men would manufacture 
every conceivable excuse and how under most 
all sorts of pretexts, man would undertake to 
steal that time. 

If the church were to be made triumphant, in 
all ages of the world’s history, then men must 
be made to realize that a certain, stated, specific 
portion of his holdings was to be counted as 
“God’s money” and set aside to be sacredly ad- 
ministered for Him. 

God knew too, just how far men and nations 
would go, in their attempts to circumvent God’s 
law, and plunder God’s treasury, to leave God’s 
house to beg its way from door to door. 

So, to safeguard the church, and to protect man 
from his own blindness, selfishness and shame, 
God reserved to himself one day in seven as a 
“holy day,” and one dollar in ten, as “holy 
dollar”. 

Mind you, we do not give this day to God, or 
this dollar to God. 

The seventh day is God’s and the tenth dollar 
is God’s—have always been His, and will always 
be His—held sacred, holy, inviolate! The only 
way a man can get God’s day to desecrate it, is 
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to steal it, and the only way a man can get God’s 
dollar, the tithe, to use for himself, is to steal it! 

That man demands a day of rest—physically, 
mentally, morally, and spiritually, goes without 
controversy, and God foresaw, that without this 
“holy day,” the church would languish and die, 
anarchy would run riot through the land, and 
the race would disintegrate, and rot into hell! 

No man, who is capable of reading the startling 
story which history tells but can see that a strange 
fatality has followed that nation, tribe, family, 
or individual, that has persistently, deliberately 
and maliciously desecrated the day of God. 

No man who is capable of reading the wonder- 
ful story which history tells, but can see clearly 
that a strange providence for good, has been over 
that nation, tribe, family, or individual, that has 
kept the day of God, sacredly, whole-heartedly 
and consistently. 

Now as to “what day” and “what dollar” there 
may be more or less of controversy, but on the 
general fact of one day in seven, and one dollar 
in ten, none but a fool can misunderstand. 

One man undertakes to prove by charts and 
multiplied figures that Saturday is the day of 
God, while others with charts and figures, just 
as convincing, undertake to prove Sunday, or 
Thursday, the day of God. I do not think it is a 
question of what day, or what dollar, so much 
as it is a question of “one day” and “one dollar.” 
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To be true, Sunday has been set aside through- 
out Christendom as the Lord’s day—and upon 
the “first day of the week” the disciples met, and 
upon the “first day of the week” St. Paul tells 
us we are to “lay by in store, as God has pros- 
pered us.” 

The observance of Sunday as a day of wor- 
ship, is a tremendous argument for the resurrec- 
tion and deity of Christ, and unless circumstances, 
over which man has no control, interfere with the 
keeping of that day, Sunday should be set aside 
and sacredly kept for God. 

As to the dollar, it makes no difference to God 
whether it is the first, fifth, or tenth dollar, so 
long as men remember that the “tithe is the 
Lord’s”, and that we are to keep that dollar, and 
invest it for him as a sacred trust. 

God gives man six wonderful days out of seven, 
and these six are to be accounted for in the judg- 
ment, 

God pity the man, who, having used the six 
days upon himself, often selfishly, greedily, blind- 
ly, without a word of appreciation to God, will 
then slip around, and by some pretext, or inex- 
cusable trickery, literally steal the last day Go: 
has. 

Whoever steals God’s day for frolic and fun, 
or for the making of merchandise, will some day 
be chased to hell. 

God pity the man, who realizing that the “earth 
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is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, and the 
cattle on a thousand hills,” and that he is but a 
custodian—a renter, handling the wealth of God, 
and for which he is standing in the day of final 
accounting, to render an account of his steward- 
ship, the nine dollars out of ten which God gives, 
with no sense of appreciation, and then all but 
literally runs his hand in “God’s pocket” to steal 
the dollar which God has reserved for Himself! 


Whoever steals God’s money, will some day be 
chased to hell. 
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“And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, 
shall be God’s house: and of all that thou shalt 
give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.” 
Gen. 28:22. 

While we are not told that Cain and Abel 
had any knowledge of the law of the tithe, we 
have no information that would lead us to decide 
that they did not know of such a law. 

As early as the fourteenth chapter of Genesis 
we have Godly Abraham paying “tithes” to that 
strange character, Melchizedek—Melchizedek, who 
was “without beginning of days, nor end of life,” 
and who was made “like unto the son of God.” 


When Jacob left his father’s house to go into 
a strange land, we have him making the solemn 
vow, that if God watches over him in the way, 
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and prospers his going, “the tithe” shall be faith- 
fully paid. 

Not “a” tithe, but “the” tithe. 

While in the Jewish dispensation the law of 
the tithe was more clearly stated and more rigidly 
enforced, than in any period up to that time, yet 
‘to argue that the “law of the tithe” was distinct- 
ly a Jewish institution, and passed away with 
the Jewish state, is shicutll 

To be true, Goole Christ said very little. about 
the law of the tithe, but he also said just as little 
about the law of the Sabbath! 

That Jesus emphasized these two laws so little, 
is not traceable to the fact that he abrogated these 
laws, or ignored them, but through the fact 
that at the time Jesus was upon the earth, God’s 
people were keeping these two laws to the exclu- 
sion of almost every other law. 

The laws of the Sabbath and tithe were so 
rigidly enforced that the men tithed the most 
insignificant things and stood ready to stone you 
to death for even an act of mercy on the holy 
day. 

Jesus insists that he did not come to “destroy 
the law,” but to “fulfill the law,” and in every 
reference which he had to either the law of the 
Sabbath or the tithe it was in commendation, and 
never in condemnation. 

Jesus rebuked the people on the ground that 
they seemed to think that it was unlawful “to 
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do good” or “to save life” on the Sabbath, and 
he rebuked the people on the ground that they 
paid “tithe of mint and anise and cummin” and 
that they had forgotten “judgment, mercy and 
faith.” 

And yet in administering this rebuke, remember 
that Jesus said, “These ought ye to have done” 
—the paying of the tithe on insignificant things, 
but they were not “to leave the other undone.” 

When men argue that we have passed from un- 
der the old “schoolmaster,” the law, and that we 
are now free in Christ—no longer under the law, 
but “in grace,” they argue correctly, but we must 
also remember that in Christ, we are not free 
to ignore, or break the law, but free to keep 
the law. 

We are no longer acting from compulsion, but 
from voluntary and happy obedience—not because 
“law demands it” but because “grace prompts it.” 

I have known men, who, in their attempts to 
impress the world that they were no longer under 
the law, but in grace, would actually, deliberately, 
flaunt their disregard for the Sabbath law in the 
faces of the people, and would start on journeys, 
assume unnecessary tasks, and pursue secular voca- 
tions just to show that the law of the Sabbath 
was gone—and that the old school master no 
longer stood over them, 

One such man, a great Bible teacher, so flaunt- 
ed his disregard for the “holy day” that a minis- 
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terial union passed resolutions of condemnation, 
warning this man that with multitudes turning 
from the house of God, to turn Sunday into dis- 
sipation, it was no time for Christian men to 
further engender disrespect for the holy day. 

Nor, was I the least surprised, when later I 
heard that this man had suffered a nervous break- 
down, and had landed on the rock of moral 
disaster. 

So with the tithe, if it were true that the tithe 
was a Jewish institution, and passed away with 
the passing of the Jewish state, it stands to rea- 
son, God never abrogated one law, or destroyed 
one building, so as to usher in a “smaller pro- 
gram,” or to build a smaller house. 

If the law of the tithe was necessary when the 
church was purely local—national, how much 
more, a thousand times more, must the law of the 
tithe be necessary now, when the church, having 
broken down all barriers of nationality, breed 
and creed, stands before the world as a world 
religion, with its arms around the world! 

According to Bible students, the Jew paid his 
tithe, and then itis wave offering, and his “first 
fruit” offerings were made voluntarily to God, so 
that when he got through “paying” and “giving” 
the Jew had paid to God in tithes and given to 
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God in gifts between three and four-tenths of his 
income. 

And yet the Jew was prospered as no nation 
on the earth has been prospered. 

Now if the Jew paid and gave to God, between 
three and four-tenths of his income to God, and 
this under law, how much ought we, who live 
under grace, to pay and give? 

St. Paul says, “Even so hath the Lord ordained 
that they which preach the gospel should live 
of the gospel.” 

And where did God ordain such a law? 

No where else but in the “law of the tithe.” 

Nor is that all, all men are obligated to pay 
tithes to God. 

Saint and sinner, preacher and laity—all are 
under the same law, and the one-tenth of his in- 
crease of every man’s land and hands, whatever 
his vocation, and whatever his profession— 
whether in the church or out, professor, or non- 
professor, is God’s and can be withheld only at 
the risk of spiritual disaster, final and complete. 

The acid test of every man’s life, is the test 
of money, and the man who will deliberately 
steal God’s money, is not ag strong as he thinks 
himself to be, 
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The man who rings as true as steel, every time 
you touch his relationship to his Creator, on the 
question of the dollar, will nine times out of ten 
ring as true as steel in every other test to which 
men are subjected. 

God demands ‘all men to be honest, and God 
keeps books! 


TALK NUMBER SIX 





“Upon this rock I will build my church and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” Matt. 16:18. 


See church of Christ is rich beyond human 
computation. Christianity, at least, nom- 
inally so, controls the wealth of the world. 

Wherever intelligence, culture and wealth hold 
sway, there dominant over all, is the spire of the 
church and the cross of Christ. 

When one stops to contemplate the untapped 
resources of the church, how the wealth of the 
world is largely committed to her trust, one can- 
not imagine any call of a world’s need, that the 
church would not immediately respond to, and in 
such an outburst of generosity, that every need 
would be fully met. 

Compared with the ability of the church, to do, 
in a financial way, how pitiable, and pathetic her 
responses to a world need, and to the crying need, 
often, at her own church door, 

We have heen regaled with statistics, of late, 
telling of the “staggering” sums which the church 
has raised, and is raising, for the conquest of the 
world for Christ, and we congratulate ourselves, 
and congratulate each other, when as a matter of 
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absolute fact, “Christian America” is spending 
more money every year for “tobacco” than she 
is spending for all purposes, both at home and 
abroad, to educate and Christianize the world. 


When the “giving” of the church, for all pur- 
poses of education and evangelization, is com- 
pared with the staggering sums, annually spent 
for amusements, chewing gum, tobacco, automo- 
biles and jewelry, the pittance which the church 
commits to definitely religious channels is small 
enough to make an angel weep. 


If the church followed God’s plan, and the 
“tithe” was sacredly paid—by every man and 
woman who believed in God, it would mean that 
no church would have a building inadequate to 
its needs, and no church would be smothered and 
crushed with debt, and no pastor but would have a 
living salary, and a salary promptly paid, the 
first of every month. 


If the church followed God’s plan of the “tithe,” 
money would never have to be mentioned in the 
church, and the average city could have a hospital, 
an orphanage, a home for the aged, all properly 
equipped, and all adequately supported. 

If the church followed God’s plan of the “tithe,” 
no missionary would wait, ready to carry the 
gospel to distant lands, but unable to carry that 
message for lack of financial support, and no com- 
munity of heathen would sit in the darkness of 
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their superstition, disease and vice, waiting for 
the light bearers who never come. 

If Christendom tithed, every need of the Chris- 
tian church, world-wide would be cared for, and 
those who make the church a butt for their ridi- 
cule, because of its “eternal begging” would have 
to lift their hats, even though reluctantly so, to an 
institution that owed no man anything but love. 


Let us face the facts and the facts are, that we 
have junked God’s plan, (a plan that has always 
worked, and always will work,) and we have sub- 
stituted a “catch as catch can,” “hit and miss,” 
“don’t let your left hand know what your right 
hand does for you need not humiliate your left 
hand,” “move when the spirit moves you,” “grab- 
bag social,” “buns and coffee,” “ice cream and 
cake,” “soak one little oyster in half barrel of 
skimmed milk,” “dollar a kiss and give back no 
paint,” method (God save the mark) which has 
been suggested by double-chinned society matrons, 
and unregenerate church members whose concep- 
tion of the church makes it a competitor of the 
“peanut stand,” and the “waffle joint.” 


As a result of this system, or lack of system, 
the church does not have credit. 


The average bank does not want “church 
paper,” and this is true no matter how many men 
may be on that church board, or what their stand- 
ing in the community. 
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> and 


The banker says, “Church paper is slow,’ 
how slow, only the banker knows. 

It is like the old colored man, Lazarus, who 
got to the picnic just after everything to eat was 
gone, and who went for a job, just after some 
other nigger had it, and who one day, recounting 
his misfortunes, wound up with, “Dat nigger 
Lazarus of Bible fame ain’t got nothin’ on dis 
nigger. Wy if de Lord Jesus hisself come into 
this yer room, and said to me, ‘Lazarus come 
forth!’ I’d come fifth.” 

How the average pastor manages to keep out 
of the poor house is one of the inscrutable mys- 
teries of grace, and the only way most of them 
can make “ends meet” on their pittance of a salary, 
is by eating ox-tongue, and drinking ox-tail soup. 

Many a man of God has been driven from the 
field, to turn to secular pursuits, because the 
meager, insufficient salary, promised, was not paid, 
and the merchant dogged him to desperation, 
charging him with dishonesty, when as a matter 
of fact, his ability to pay was chargeable to the 
church for which he toiled, and to the damnable 
dishonesty of those who accepted his services, and 
failed to meet their solemn obligations made to 
God and the church, 

No man who makes a salary a first considera- 
tion if fit for the ministry of the church, but a 
man is less than a man, who can serve at a starva- 
tion wage, and see his family suffer for the 
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common necessities of life, and then be branded 
as a “deadbeat” and a crook, for failing to pay 
for the few necessities for which he received credit 
at the store when such failure was traceable not 
to dishonesty, on the part of the man of God, 
but to the dishonesty of those whom he served. 

Because a man is a minister, he is not relieved 
from any of the stern realities that nature imposes 
upon him, and if this is true of the preacher, it is 
true of his wife and children, and until we enter 
that “golden age,” where we are taken back to 
the Edenic state, where every needed food hangs 
upon the nearby trees and “fig-leaves” are again 
the accepted garment, preachers and their families 
will have to be compensated by those for whom 
they toil. 

I have been in some communities where the 
church and its ministry, could not obtain credit, 
for any amount whatever, and where the greatest 
institution in the world, and the richest, THE 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST, was looked upon 
as little better than a beggar or a bum. 

Unless the church membership of the world 
comes clean on this matter, millions will be 
poured into hell. 
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“Even so hath the Lord ordained that they 
which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.” 
I Cor. 9:14, 
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In a certain little city, which abounded in lodges 
and clubs and churches where many demands were 
made from many sources for funds to keep up 
the multiplied activities of these various organiza- 
tions there lived a pastor, with his wife and 


children. 


The members of this church did not tithe, hence 
there was no systematic plan for the raising of the 
meager salary which the man of God was “sup- 
posed” to receive, 

The church treasury was always empty, and the 
pastor’s cupboard was almost as empty as the 
treasury of the church. 


Matters finally became desperate, and the rather 
“fiery” wife of the docile, long-suffering husband, 
having felt that patience was no longer a virtue, 
delivered the ultimatum, “Husband, you call that 
official board together, and get immediate action 
in the matter of some clothes for these children, 
or there will be war in this camp.” 

The husband, deciding that action was the 
better part of valor, proceeded to call the “offi- 
cials” together, and hesitatingly and timidly, in- 
formed the aggregation, or aggravation, that the 
the condition of the home was critical, and that 
his children must have some clothes, or there 
would be a scandal in the community. 


The “officials” took immediate action by turn- 
ing the matter over to the “missionary ladies,” 
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who immediately took action in starting a move- 
ment for a “box”. 

In the due course of time, a big box of cast- 
off clothing arrived at the preacher’s home—a 
box that contained everything from the days of 
Queen Anne, down to earlier days of George 
Washington. 

The good pastor’s wife smothered her mortifica- 
tion, sat on her tongue, dressed the kids in the 
odds and ends—mostly “odds”—and peace and 
tranquility once more settled down over all the 
earth. 

The days slipped by, as days will do, and odds 
and ends gave way, as odds and ends will do, and 
once again this preacher’s family had entered 
the straits called “dire”, and “meat” was showing 
with an abandon that once more threatened un- 
happy culminations. 

Once again the fiery wife of the docile pastor 
delivered her ultimatum, and once again the 
pastor called his “board,” and once again the 
board called the “missionary ladies,” and once 
again the neighborhood was ransacked, and the 
relics were brought in—including a “plug” hat for 
“Willie” and a “hoop skirt” for Jane, and once 
again the box landed at the pastor’s door. 


This time the preacher’s wife had more than a 
plenty and with a firmness and a whiteness that 
predicted squally weather ahead, she said, “Hus- 
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band! Don’t you open that box—you leave it 
right there.” 

The box had arrived Saturday night, and there 
it remained until the break of the glad Sabbath 
day, 

With that same steady, steely, deathly quiet- 
ness, the wife looked over at her husband, as they 
sat at the morning “fast” and said, “Husband, the 
children and I are not coming to Sunday school 
this morning, but we will be at the morning ser- 
vice. Don’t ask me why, DEAR!!! You just 
run along to Sunday School!” 

After the husband had departed for the Sunday 
School session, the wife said to the oldest son, 
“Son, you get the ax, open that box, and carry 
what is there into the sitting room,” and when 
the operation was done, and the agglomerate 
mess was stacked upon the floor, the wife with 
that same deathly, steely, quietness, began as- 
sorting, dividing, arranging. 

The children, seven in number, were amazed, 
dumfounded and wild, when the mother said to 
the youngest, “Willie, come here.” 

Willie was pulled into a pair of pantaloons 
big enough for Jumbo’s fattest son, and a pair 
of many-colored galluses were used to pull the 
stomach-band of said pantaloons up under Willie’s 
chin. Next a vest was added, with the front 
hanging down over Willie’s knees, resembling a 
chest protector of a base ball catcher. A swallow- 
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tailed coat came next, with said swallow-tail 
dragging the floor, like the extended train of a 
blushing bride. 

With a collar that pushed Willie’s ears two 
inches above normal, and a tie that could be 
heard around the corner, and a plug hat that 
looked like “Ten Nights in a Bar Room,” Willie 
was considered “done” and passed for further 
service. 

Crying,, spluttering, protesting, the children 
each in turn, came forward for the “party,” and 
each in turn passed on, so decorated, and so dis- 
figured that their own mother had to look twice 
to see if it was the other one. 

Then came the mother, and the orders were, 
“Children, just put what is left on me,” and when 
the mother’s orders had been literally complied 
with, mother dear looked like a Christmas tree 
with all the presents on. 

Knowing that her husband began his sermons 
with a death-like regularity, and knowing also the 
fitness and appropriateness of the text of the 
morning, she lined up the “procession,” and timed 
her entrance “magnificent” so as to get over the 
full effect of the happy surprise to the pious 
worshippers, 

Mother first, the eldest child second, then the 
third, and so on, down to “Willie Wiggly,” the 
stately, many-colored procession moved church. 
ward, and vestibule-ward. Hesitating for a 
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second, the “fiery” spouse grinned a satisfied but 
rather sardonic grin, as she heard her husband 
clear his throat for the text. 

Out rang the text of the morning, and down 
the aisle of the church came the unexpected, 
amazing procession, and the text for the morning 
read, “Solomon in all his glory, was not arrayed 
as one of these”! ! ! 

I related this incident in a certain county seat, 
years ago, and many in the audience did not laugh, 
and some seemed to get red, and some seemed to 
be angry, and turing to the preacher’s box won- 
dering, I saw one of the preachers with a face as 
red as a turkey-gobbler’s snout, and bless you, 
I learned that just a few weeks before, in that 
beautiful, wealthy, county seat city, his church 
had sent its beloved pastor a BOX. 

Nor is that all, I found that the women who 
proposed that box was a banker’s wife, rich, and 
bedecked in diamonds, and when they went to 
her she said, “I have no money, but my boys 
have a lot of good clothes around the house, that 
the preacher’s boys could wear, and I will be glad 
to contribute these clothes to the work.” And it 
was that woman who started and completed the 
box. 

That woman had supplied her sons in money 
to buy through tickets to hell—they were dissipat- 
ed, drunken, hell-bounds sinners, and that woman 
had had the audacity to come to me, in tears, to 
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ask me to pray for her poor, wayward, Godless, 
hell-bound boys. 

She was using God’s money entertaining, dress- 
ing, buying diamonds, and indulging her sons, 
and then offering God and God’s servant the in- 
sult of a few old clothes. 

No wonder some folk’s children are headed for 
hell, and no wonder some church members pelt 
heaven with their prayers and the only answer 
is the echo of their pathetic wail. 
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“Upon the first day of the week let every one 
of you lay by him in store, as God has prospered 
him, that there be no gathering when I come.” 
I Cor. 16:2, 

The foundation stone of the Christian life is 
honesty. 

All sacred relationships of Christian experience, 
if fully realized, must have lying back of them, 
and underneath them the cardinal virtue of com. 
mon honesty. 

No man is honest, until to the last degree, he 
seeks to be honest with his Creator. 

The man who will steal from God will steal 
from his fellows provided the dangers of exposure 
are not too great, and the inducements are suffi- 
ciently large. 

No man is fully tested, until he is tested by 
the acid test of the dollar, and whoever rings 
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true there, will nine times out of ten, ring true 
everywhere else. 

And here, we are not speaking of generosity, 
but honesty. 

Multitudes of people who are marked up at 
the bar of public opinion as generous men, are 
marked up at the bar of God as robbers. 

One tenth of the increase of every man’s lands 
and hands, belongs to God. 

Man can no more take that “tenth,” which is 
God’s and use it for his own selfishness or 
pleasure, than a banker can take the money of 
a depositor to use for his own personal con- 
veniences! And certainly no man can be counted 
“liberal” when he is using “God’s money.” He 
is not liberal or generous, until he has first paid 
his tenth, and then liberality begins, if it begins 
at all, with that remaining nine-tenths, which is 
his own. 

Some folk make a great deal of show with the 
money which they give, gaining for themselves 
a name for liberality, when as a matter of fact 
it is God’s money they are using, and using it as 
their own, and not as God’s. 

There is a vast difference between being a “good 
giver” and a “good payer’—between being a 
“liberal soul” and an honest one. 

Careful tithing develops a high sense of 
“trusteeship”—a high sense of integrity, as be- 
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tween the soul and God, and this is one of the pre- 
eminently necessary qualities of a Christian. 

Every church could afford to swap its so-called 
“generous” people for an entire membership of 
“honest” people, for while a spasm of generosity 
may tide over the church, seven-days-a-week of 
out-right, down-right, up-right honesty, between 
every church member and his God, would solve 
every problem of the church along financial lines 
and fill the treasury of the church. 

To become a systematic, conscientious tither, 
is to look upon every dollar as standing below par 
for us, for every dollar earned, contains only 
ninety cents that we can call our own, and this 
may act as a check on those who would love 
money too dearly. 

To become a systematic, every day tither, is to 
bring into our daily life a new and tremendously 
important factor, and that is that God is part 
owner with us in every dollar earned, and is there- 
fore a business partner. 

By counting God a per cent owner in the money 
that comes to our hands, we can also count God 
a per cent partner in our spiritual, moral and 
financial affairs, 

A proper conception of the responsibility and 
practicability of the law of tithing, will not alone 
lead men to tithe, but will revolutionize our whole 
conception regarding the matter of money, 

Some men pride themselves on their reputation, 
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that they have ever been square with their fellow- 
men—(those whom they have seen) but who seem 
to feel no remorse or shame, in the fact that they 
have not been square with their Creator,—(the 
one whom they have not seen.) 

The tither usually has a little of God’s money 
on hand, and at every financial crisis of the 
church, he responds, as a “thing of beauty and a 
joy forever.” 

The tither never growls, and whines, and pro- 
crastinates and leaves you with the impression 
that he is only three jumps from the poor house, 
and that the few nickels he doles out are taking 
the last crust of bread from his children’s mouths, 

It is a wonder God doesn’t kill some folk. 

The tither does not wait until the pastor is so 
starved, he is too weak to kick, before he digs 
up a few paltry dollars for the work of God’s 
Kingdom. 

Tithing is a long step on the road to economy 
and promptness. 

Tithing does much to bring to the mind and 
heart a new consciousness of God, and spiritual 
values. 

Tithing makes for self-respect, and for confi- 
dence and for courage. 

Tithing becomes a potent factor in the building 
of character, and the creation of a high sense of 
personal obligation. 
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Tithing becomes a sure cure for whining, self- 
pity, and stinginess! 

I knew a young woman, who as stenographer, 
with a husband and a home, sought special work, 
so many hours a day, for which she was paid 
$10 per week, and of that $10 per week, she 
gave every dollar to God for the education and 
training of her less fortunate brothers and sisters. 

In other words she paid one-tenth, which was 
God’s and then gave the other nine-tenths, which 
was hers. 

In Iowa, a pastor said, “Brother Brown, I have 
the stingiest man on record in my church. He 
actually sings through his nose to keep from wear- 
ing out his false teeth,” which would make him 
a fit subject to do team-work with the man who 
used a wart on the back of his neck for a collar 
button. 

Between the one-tenth which law demands, and 
the nine-tenths which grace may prompt, every 
man will find his place. 

He cannot go above his all, for when a fellow 
gives his all, that is all, and he dare not drop be- 
low the tenth, for that would be stealing money 
from the Holy God—so somewhere between those 
two points every man must find his place. 

It is much easier to say with David, “I will 
bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall con- 
tinually be in my mouth,” than to say with Jacob, 
“And this stone which I have set for a pillar, 
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shall be God’s house: and of all that thou shalt 
give me I will surely give the tenth to thee.” 
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“But if any provide not for his own, and 
especially those of his own house, he hath denied 
the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” I Tim. 
5:8. 

A few years ago, the churches of America ap- 
pointed a church commission to investigate the 
labor conditions of the steel mills, especially those 
conditions that centered back in working hours, 
wages, environments, etc. This commission con- 
ducted a long and painstaking investigation, and 
amongst other things, found that the wage paid the 
unskilled labor of the mill centers was not suffi- 
cient to provide for the common necessities of the 
men and their families, and the steel corporation 
was scathingly condemned for its apparent lack 
in properly providing for its men. 

According to the findings of this commission, 
the average family of the mill districts, could not 
be properly provided for on an annual wage of 
less than $1500. 


And mind you, this covered the “unskilled” 
labor of the mill district. This commission found 
that while approximately $1500 a year would be 
required as a “living wage” for the unskilled 
laborers of the mills, that in some instances the 
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wages actually ran as low as $1000, or a fraction 
less, 

Out of this investigation, and condemnation, 
made by the organized church, there came wide- 
spread controversy, involving church men and 
non-church men, and while many commended the 
action of the church, many condemned, insisting 
that the church as a body, had no business seek- 
ing to interfere with those relationships that exist- 
ed between employer and employee, and that the 
church had not the knowledge to judge such 
matters. 

We shall not here undertake to defend or com- 
mend the church in this matter, as that is not the 
purpose of this series of articles, but what we do 
want to do, is to bring to the church her responsi- 
bility in dealing with problems that are lying 
right at her own door. 

“The Expositor,” published in Cleveland, Ohio, 
after publishing the findings of the church, in its 
investigations of the steel mills proceeded to show, 
that while the church had rendered the verdict, 
that “unskilled” labor could not maintain itself in 
comfort on less than an annual income of $1500, 
that these very churches were paying an average 
salary to their “skilled” labor, of approximately 
$800. 

In other words, certain of these great church 
organizations that officially participated in the in- 
vestigation of the steel trust, condemning it for 
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its heartless disregard of the comforts and neces- 
sities of the homes that centered about the steel 
trade, in paying its employees—its unskilled la- 
bor—less than $1500, was actually paying 
“skilled” labor an average wage of less than 
EIGHT HUNDRED DOLLARS a year. 

While it was true that some preachers were re- 
ceiving $3000, $4000, and $5000 a year, some 
preachers, with families, were receiving $300, 
$400, and $500 a year. Church after church, in 
these great denominaticns was paying a pittance 
of a salary to the man of God who was devoting 
his time to marrying the living, burying the dead, 
visiting the sick, and preaching the Gospel. 

The average preacher is counted a “sucker” by 
the world, in the fact that so many of these men, 
should they receive a salary that permits them 
to save a few dollars, are easily inveigled into in- 
vesting those few dollars in some “get-rich-quick” 
scheme, but men over-look the fact that receiving 
a starvation wage, the average preacher feels that 
when his work is done he will starve to death 
anyhow, and he figures that if he uses the few 
dollars saved, in some long-shot oil scheme, and 
the thing pans out big money, it will mean a com- 
fortable income for old age, 

As between starving to death abruptly or 
lengthening out the process, with one chance in a 
million to keep from starvation, he takes the 
chance and lets his few dollars go. 
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When the Los Angeles Investment Company 
blew up years ago, it was found that hundreds 
of preachers had invested their all in this com- 
pany. 

With assets, on paper, of thirteen millions of 
dollars, and paying dividends of from 12 to 20 
per cent, is it any wonder that these men bought 
to their last dollar of this stock? 

No class of men on earth has such exacting 
demands made upon them as those who stand in 
the pulpit to preach and no set of men on earth, 
as a whole, are as inadequately paid. 

To be accepted now into the service of the 
church, means long years of preparation, involv- 
ing an outlay of several thousand dollars. 

Personally I know of preachers who have been 
in the ministry several years, who are yet burden- 
ed with a heart-breaking load of debt, assumed, 
and accumulated, during those long years of forced 
preparation for the work of the church. 

I know men whose skill, if used elsewhere, 
would have made them rich—who unwilling to 
become “disobedient to the heavenly vision,” 
stay put, and grind through the multiplied activi- 
ties of the church, making every effort to stay 
presentable, for the church demanded it, when 
as a matter of absolute fact their condition finan- 
cially was sad enough to cause angels to weep. 

Years ago, I preached in a great city church, 
where there were scores of beautiful homes repre- 
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sented in the membership of that church. My 
workers and I were placed at the hotel, and the 
pastor informed me, “Out of this great church, 
with all these beautiful homes, I kaven’t one 
home so dedicated to God, that I can send a mis- 
sionary, pastor, or evangelist there. I must enter- 
tain my workers at my own home, a boarding 
house, or the hotel.” 

One day I discussed the facts of the church 
before a great congregation announcing the diff- 
culty, on my part, of understanding how God 
could bless them, their homes, their children, when 
God’s servant—homeless—who was pouring out 
his life for them and their children whoever that 
servant might be, had no place in their homes, 
but must be entertained at a boarding house or 
hotel, 

When I had finished my talk of the morning, 
one of the prominent men of the church led me 
to the pastor’s study, and breaking down, con- 
fessed, “I stayed out of the church for years, be- 
cause I, a preacher’s son, saw the church use my 
dear old father, wear him out, and then turn him 
out on the commons to die. I said a church that 
would treat its ministry like that would never get 
a dollar of my money and would never find me in 
its membership. 

“A few years ago-I was converted, forgave the 
church its seeming unpardonable crime, and I 
took up work in the church. I am an official of 
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this church and have a beautiful home, and ser- 
vants, and now, My God! My God!, I am treating 
God’s servants just like the church treated my 
dear old father.” 

I believe that it is the business of the church to 
know of vice and immorality and injustice and in- 
equality and ignorance wherever these are to be 
found, and it is the business of the church, under 
God, to scourge greed and cruelty and ignorance 
from the earth, but the church cannot interfere 
in the injustices that may be inflicted upon the 
labor of the world, as long as she is devising pro- — 
grams to work her ministry to death, raising vast 
sums of money for education, and mission, while 
starving to death these faithful, Godly men. 


TALK NUMBER SEVEN 


——— 


“Upon this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates cf hell shall not prevail against 
it.” Matt. 16:18. 


T is well understood, by every student of 

Old Testament scriptures, that after the 
Jew had paid his tithe to God, he was yet under 
certain definite and fixed obligations concerning 
his property—obligations that could neither be 
compromised nor evaded. There were certain 
sacrifices to be made, and certain offerings to be 
given, even after the tithe was paid, and these 
sacrifices and offerings were included in the 
“blessings” or “cursings” that were attendant up- 
on obedience to, or disregard of, the commands 
and ordinances of God. Certain of the sacrifices 
were included in the law; others, especially of 
the offerings, were wholly voluntary, and yet 
when God flings out the awful accusation, through 
Malachi, the prophet, “Will a man rob God?” 
and the people answered, “Wherein have we 
robbed thee?”; God answers, “In tithes and 
offerings,” showing, most conclusively, that God 
includes the offerings with the tithes, and holds 
man to an accounting for the way he administers 
that which is his own, 
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The sin of the people, against which the proph- 
et inveighed, was not alone the sin of failure to 
pay God what was his own, but they had failed 
to make the offerings that common honesty, and 
common gratitude should have them to make. 

After the Jew had paid his tithe, then there 
came the first fruits of his lands and herds, his 
wave offerings, his charity offerings, his gifts to 
the Levites, his sacrificial gifts, and when the 
liberal Jew had finished with his tithes, sacrifices 
and gifts, he probably found that he had paid 
and given to God and the people nearly one-half 
of all that which came into his hands! 

And yet do not forget, that when the Jew re- 
membered to “observe and to do” all that his 
God commanded, he was prospered as no nation 
in the world was prospered, and in keeping with 
God’s specific promises to do, the nation was kept 
in health, peace and happiness. 

Repeatedly, and beyond question, God tied up 
material blessings, physical blessings, mental 
blessings, and spiritual blessings, with a careful, 
whole-hearted observance of the “tithe” and its 
attendant obligations. 

When the Jewish nation ignored the law of the 
tithe and withheld the offerings and sacrifices, 
God spoke in judgment, saying, “This whole na- 
tion has robbed me. Ye are cursed with a curse, 
and that curse, which followed fast on the heels 
of Israel’s dishonesty, was a curse, (specifically, 
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the Bible so teaches) that covered the mind, body, 
property and soul of man! 

Cursed in mind and cursed in body and cursed 
in soul and cursed in basket and store! 

We are not reading into the word of God what 
is not there, nor are we reading out of the Word 
of God what God never intended should be read 
out of His book, but we are stating what is a 
solemn, fearful truth, clearly taught and repeat- 
edly enforced. 

Nor is that all, while we may not be living in 
the Dispensation of Law to-day, that does not de- 
liver us from the penalties of violated law, for if 
ihe Jew, searching for light amidst the rites and 
symbols of Old Testament prophecy, or seeking 
for life in the blood and ashes of slain birds and 
burning beasts, was made to suffer such terrible 
judgments when he stole God’s money, of how 
much “sorer punishments, suppose ye, shall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God,” in ignoring the demands that God 
makes upon a man in the matter of his material 
holdings. 

“Ye have robbed me,” cries Jehovah, “even this 
whole nation” and “Ye are cursed with a curse,” 
and those words spoken through the prophet 
Malachi to Israel, could be, probably, just as 
truthfully applied to the nations of the world 
today. 

How much the stress of nations and the mental 
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strain of the peoples of the earth are traceable to 
God’s curse, attendant upon dishonesty, no one 
knows. 

The billions that the civilized world is paying 
in war claims today are only a part, probably, of 
what the nations owed God in tithes before this 
cruel war began! 


Never in the history of the world, possibly, 
have there been such mental unrest, such mind 
disturbance, as today, until multitudes of men 
are so distracted mentally, they border on insan- 
ity, while other millions are so disturbed and so 
distracted mentally, they are all but incapacitated 
for the duties of office, shop, bank and store! 

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,” is the 
assurance of Isaiah, “whose mind is stayed on 
Thee, but no man can keep his mind stayed on 
God who is stealing God’s tithe and wasting the 
offerings common gratitude should prompt him to 
make, 

The hardest worked man in the world is the 
man who is working to keep out of work, and 
next to that man, is the man who is trying to devise 
new methods, and concoct new excuses for steal- 
ing God’s money, and for withholding the offer- 
ings which God demands. 


It isn’t “mind cure” the average man or woman 
needs, but “heart-cure”—and that will have ¢ 
begin with a mighty revival of out-right, up-right, 
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down-right, honesty—honesty as between the crea- 
ture and his Creator! 

A certain man came to me telling me how dis- 
turbed he was in mind, and how his health was 
gone, and his home was unhappy, and he added, 
“I have made $100,000 and have never paid God 
a cent of tithe, how much do I owe God?” and 
when I answered, “$10,000,” he said “that is 
what I figure, and I am going back home and 
make immediate plans to pay what I owe God.” 

It wasn’t a “sanitarium” that man needed, nor 
“post-toasties,” nor “tanlac,” but a good dose of 
common honesty that would stand him with clean © 
hands and a clean bank account, before his God. 

“Return unto me,” is the call of God, “and I 
will return unto you,” and when the people asked, 
“Wherein shall we return?” God answered, “Bring 
ye all the tithes into the store house, that there 
may be meat in mine house, and prove me now, 
herewith, sayeth the Lord of Hosts, “if I will not 
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing that there shall not be room to con- 
tain if.” 

Oh, weary, heart-hungry, mind-tossed, dissatis- 
fied men and women, it isn’t travel and recrea- 
tion and diet and treatment you need but a 
mighty revival of honesty that will lay your money 
and your diamonds and your fine clothes upon 
the altars of God, to carry the gospel of Christ 
to the millions who die in the darkness of heathen- 
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ism, and to educate the thousands at home who 
offer themselves for the common good, but have 
not the means to train. 

To be square with God means mental repose, 
and mental alertness and mental perception that 
come in no other way. “Ye are cursed with a 
curse,” and this curse affects the minds of men. 
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“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be meat in mine house, and prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will 
not open you the windows of heaven and pour 
you out a blessing, that there shall not be roo 
enough to contain it.” Malachi 3:10. 

Some of the richest men of the world have been 
tithers. 

John D, Rockefeller, from earliest boyhood, 
was a cereful, consistent, punctual tither, while 
one of the leading manufacturers of America to- 
day, who stands at the head of a company capital- 
ized for $20,000,000 told me that when he left 
home, a country boy, he made a solemn vow to 
God that whatever his fortunes or misfortunes, the 
tithe should be promptly paid. 

While an open pocket-book does not guarantee 
an open gateway to heaven, a closed pocket-book 
does most certainly guarantee a closed gateway 
to heaven. 

A man who is dishonest with God in things 
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material, can never become rich in the things of 
the kingdom, and in most instances, is very liable 
to eventually become bankrupt in things financial. 

When a man says, “I cannot tithe,” he literally 
says, “1 cannot trust God.” And more, when a 
man says, “I cannot tithe,” he literally says, “I 
cannot afford to pay to God that which he has 
entrusted to my hands.” 

What would the depositor think of a banker, if, 
calling for his money which had been placed on 
deposit in the bank, the banker should greet him 
with: “I am very sorry, sir, but I have thought 
this matter over, and have decided that I cannot 
afford to return to you the money which you 
placed here in my keeping, neither will I render 
an accounting for those funds.” 

Could a bene afford to do business on such a 
basis? And can any man afford—yea, dare any 
man, undertake to so deal with his Creator? 

It is the conviction (which deepens with the 
passing of the years) of those who have been 
careful, conscientious tithers any number of years, 
that God makes the nine-tenths go further than 
man could have made the ten-tenths go to save 
his life. 

And why not? If God could replenish the 
cruse of oil, that it never ran dry, or the barrel 
of meal, that the supply was inexhaustible, or the 
loaves and the fishes, that the multitudes were 
fed, and twelve baskets remained, who dare sug- 
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gest that He cannot speak His blessings upon what 
man ministers in “His name,” and make it last- 
ing in its effects and services! 

God keeps books—through acutest spectacles 
he looks, and is ever writing—writing—writing. 
We may not hear the scratching of the pen, or 
the. rustle of the leaves, but in God’s greater 
ledger of human events, it is all down. 

God knows of every dollar withheld, and of 
every offering that was not made, and of every 
sacrifice that was evaded, and some of these days, 
when he starts out his collecting agents—whether 
they be wind, or rain, or drouth, or mildew, or 
frost, or flu or flood those agencies will collect 
money long since due and with the collections will 
come compound interest and collecting fees. 

From whatever angle a man may consider this 
question, it never pays to undertake to hold out 
on God, or to cut to the line of dishonor, that 
which common justice and common gratitude 
should prompt us to give. 

I was holding a meeting in a certain rich 
valley, several years ago, and for three years 
high waters had swept that valley, and this year, 
for the fourth time, the floods were threatening. 

Men who had grown rich in a few short years, 
had in the three years of flood, been reduced to 
straitened circumstances, while some, less fortu- 
nate, had gone down in failure. 

From this devastated district a committee came, 
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beseeching me to call a day of fasting and 
prayer, to beg God to raise His hand, and stay 
the threatening floods. 

I made some of those men very angry, when I 
said, “Gentlemen, I have the facts regarding this 
valley of which you speak. I know that church 
after church has’ been nailed up, Sunday school 
after Sunday school allowed to die, and preacher 
after preacher has been starved out—and this 
right in that valley where you men were boasting 
of the fact that you were growing rich. 

“T know that some of you men, worth $50,000 
to $100,000, actually insulted God and His church 
by paying the ministry and the church a pittance 
of $5 and $10 a year, and while preachers starved, 
and churches were closed, your children in many 
instances were heading for hell. 

“How do I know but what these floods are 
God’s collecting agents, coming for the vast sums 
of money that that valley has robbed him out of, 
and how do I know, but what back of these floods 
there are poverty, humiliation, confession, and 
salvation—for you and yours? 

“JT will not call a day of fasting and prayer 
that God will stay the floods, but I will call a 
day of fasting and prayer, if you people will 
join, to confess your sins to God, pay your debts 
to God, and start a mighty movement back to 
God, and the church and consecration.” 

In California.a man of some means came to 
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take me for a ride—a ride in his big new tour- 
ing car. On this trip we had a blow-out and in 
changing tires, the man laughed and said, “All 
this goes with an automobile.” 

On this journey the man broke down and told 
me of the unutterably sad condition of his home; 
children headed wrong, disobedient, extravagant, 
and sinful; home wrecked and his heart almost 
broken. And now he was about to fail in busi- 
ness. When I went back to the city I immediate- 
ly visited the home of that man’s pastor, and took 
up with him the question of what might be done 
to bring help and succor to this family, before 
it was too late. 

That pastor—a man of God said, “Brother 
Brown, God will never bless that man, or his 
family and home, until he quits his stealing from 
God. That man, to my positive knowledge paid 
into the treasury of the church, last year, for all 
purposes, the paltry sum of $14. He is using 
God’s money, squandering it upon himself, his 
family, for every foolish and unnecessary thing, 
while God’s work is left to beg its way from door 
to door.” 

In another city in California there lives a man 
who probably will read these lines, and who 
would, if he were standing here, urge me to 
tell his story to the world. 

In a few years this man made upward of $200,- 
000, and was considered one of the most prosper- 
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ous men in his little city. And then, in one night, 
there came a crash that left him a bankrupt. 

In the midst of his business disasters, with 
wreck and ruin all around, he confessed to me 
that he had been stealing from God. That for 
years he had consistently tithed, but when he 
began to prosper, and the tithe became large, he 
tried to make himself believe that he would take 
God’s tithe, invest it, and let it grow into yet other 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, and that when 
the time of paying came, he would have an amaz- 
ingly large amount to give to God—or pay to 
God. 

It was the deception of a sinful heart—it was 
an attempt to steal from God, and God wouldn’t 
stand for it! 


That man remained for years, just at the point 
of actual need, until he was tested as by fire and 
until he had repented, deeply so, and until God 
saw he could once more be trusted. 

Recently he drove some little distance to ask 
for an hour of my time, and to tell me how, as if 
dropped out of the sky, a wonderful orange 
grove had come into his hands, and on such a 
basis of payments, that it seemed reasonably cer- 
tain, within the next two or three years, he would 
be worth at least $100,000, and in that conversa- 
tion he pledged me in tears that day by day as 
he struggled toward that goal he would remember 


126 UPON THIS ROCK 


his vows to God, and pay—most carefully and 
sacredly pay—the “tithe” which was the Lord’s. 


UPON THIS ROCK 


“If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of 
this law . . .. Then the Lord will make thy 
plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed, 
even great plagues and of long continuance, and 
sore sickness.” Deut. 28:58, 59. 

One of the world’s most distinguished physi- 
cians and surgeons is credited with saying that the 
epidemic of flu was not a disease, but a world 
over Egypt in the days of the Pharaohs! 

Millions of men, amongst them the flower of 
the manhood of earth, were swept into eternity, 
all but over night, and when the records of the 
nations had been compiled, it was found that 
more men had been slain in the few months that 
this plague swept through the world, than in all 
the cruel years of the world’s great war. 

Through the prophet Amos, God says, “I have 
sent amongst you the pestilence after the manner 
of Egypt, and your young men have I slain . 
yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the Lord.” 

One does not read far into the Word of God 
until he is face to face with the fact that physical 
health is somehow tied up with the keeping of 
the law: “If thou shalt hearken unto the voice 
of the Lord thy God,” the assurance: is, “Then 
shalt thou be blessed,” and that blessing covers 
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everything that man possesses—mind, body, soul 
and property. 

God even promises that a man’s enemies shall 
be powerless against him, for “Thine enemies 
shall be smitten before thy face; they shall come 
out against thee one way, and flee before thee 
seven ways.” 

If stealing the “golden wedge”, and seeking to 
conceal it “amongst his own stuff”, was a crime 
sufficiently grave to cause the death of Achan and 
his family and an overwhelming defeat to the 
battling armies of Israel, who dare say that to 
steal God’s money, seeking to conceal it as our 
own, does not bring penalties just as quick and 
awful? . 

In a certain city I preached on tithing, and 
warned my audience that to steal God’s money, 
using it upon our own sinful lusts or pride, was 
to bring a definite curse upon these bodies. How 
much of the physical pain and suffering today 
is traceable to a curse of God that rests upon the 
bodies of men, I did not say, but I did try to 
show the direct connection between financial 
honesty and physical health, 

When I had finished my sermon, the wife of a 
prominent financier, bedecked with diamonds, 
came rushing to the front. Weeping, she said, 
“While you were preaching, God pointed the 
finger of condemnation at me saying, “Thou art 
the woman,’ and I realize that an awful curse 
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was resting upon my body because these dia- 
mondg (and she wore several thousand dollars 
worth) in part, at least, have been bought with 
money that I have stolen from God. 

“TI have been upon the operating table several 
times, and hovering near death’s door on three 
occasions, and what I have suffered God only 
knows—I am cursed—my body is cursed!” 

On another occasion I was called to visit a 
palatial home, where a white-haired mother was 
lying, suffering and dying, and where in a room 
nearby a dissipated son was also near death’s 
door. 

When the pastor of that family learned they 
had sent for me, he said, in deepest pity and 
concern, “You can enter that home to pray, but 
your prayers will avail nothing there. No family 
in this city has more openly and brazenly robbed 
God spending thousands of dollars annually on 
luxuries and non-essentials while the church has 
been left to beg its way from door to door.” 

When I kneeled in that home to pray, the 
heavens seemed as empty and as unresponsive as 
though I had been calling into a tomb of death. 
As I looked upon my regal surroundings, and 
realized that here was the most expensive furnish- 
ings to be had, and that everywhere about was 
that which pointed to pomp and splendor and 
extravagance, I could not but feel that while this 
house had been known for its hospitality and for 
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its beauty, it was to heaven a blighted heath, upon 
which the curses of Almighty God were resting. 

These two women, members of the church of | 
Christ, and professing Christians, were loaded 
down with precious stones, the combined value of 
which would have educated several missionaries 
for the mission fields, or invested in the work of 
evangelism, would have resulted in the salva- 
tion of a thousand souls. One was young, worldly, 
and full of pride, the other old,’ withered and 
dying, but each alike, selfish, vain and Godless. 

As I sit here writing, on a table nearby is a 
letter from a young women, called to Christian 
work, who says she would sleep in a barrel if 
admitted to my school to train for Christ, while 
lying by is a telegram from far away California, 
from a young man who offers to sleep in the 
barn if only we will allow him to sit in class in 
our study hall. 

When one hears the cry—often the unavailing 
cry—of these struggling young men and women, 
who offer themselves for the service of Christ, 
and realizes that in most instances the door must 
be closed in their faces, and they be ordered 
back to ignorance and back to awful failure, 
and this because God’s people are stealing God’s 
money, one is not surprised to hear God say: 
“If thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the 
Lord thy God, to observe and do all his com- 
mandments . . . . the Lord shall smite thee with 
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a consumption and with a fever, and with inflam- 
mation, and with extreme burning, and with a 
sword, and with blastings, and with mildew; and 
they shall pursue thee till thou perish. And the 
heavens shall be as brass over thy head.” 

All men, whatever their place in the church 
or out, are obligated to tithe, and none can 
escape the penalties of God’s violated law, who 
dare use as their own that which is God’s. I 
have known pastors and evangelists and church 
workers generally, while they preached liberality 
to others, and a strict observance of the tithe 
law to others, yet they hoarded or squandered that 
which came into their hands, and whoever the 
man, pastor or evangelist or missionary, just as 
sure as they stole that which was God’s or 
squandered that which came from holy services, 
physical mental, spiritual, or financial disasters 
overtook them and they disappeared from the 
field. 

Multitudes of children have been damned, from 
Christian homes, because the money that was 
God’s was not used for the service of God. 

I preached on tithing in a certain city of’ the 
south, and when I asked all who would pledge 
themselves to tithe to stand, hundreds of men and 
women stood. In the audience was a church man, 
rich and prosperous who refused to stand, and 
the next day he walked the streets, boasting that 
he had never tithed and never would. 
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What the connection might be, it isn’t for me 
to say, but I do know that almost immediately 
that man’s health failed, his business went into 
decline, and his sun of popularity set—set never 
to arise! 

It is bad enough when men steal God’s money 
through ignorance, but when a man steals God’s 
money and boasts that he is stealing it, God is as 
certain to speak in judgment, as it is true tha: 
He lives and reigns. 

The whole world is rocked in sorrow and 
driven in pain. How much of this suffering is 
traceable upon the wasting of that which is God’s, 
I will not undertake to say, but one thing is sure, 
God called, “Return to me and [| will return unto 
you,” and when the people inquired, “How shall 
we return?” God answered, “Bring ye all the 


tithes into the storehouse.” 
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“There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; 
and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall 
be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered 
also himself.” Prov. 11:24, 25. 

Unless men have a definite, comprehensive and 
liberal system of finance, by which God’s tithe 
is invested and His own gift prayerfully made, 
there will surely come perplexity, irritation and 
confusion. _ 
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The paying of the tithe and the giving of our 
gifts must not await the prompting of caprice, but 
must be conditioned on the deep rock of abiding 
principle, otherwise our lives, along spiritual 
lines, will bear the sad marks of our lack of 
financial plan, and will be made up of odds and 
ends, patches, pieces and strips. 

Spiritual spasms, religious eruptions, and fever- 
ish pimples of piety may occasionally mark the 
life of the man who is slip-shod in his business 
dealings with God, but deep, steady streams of 
spiritual life and power come only to those who 
have learned the responsibility and sacredness of 
using carefully the money which God places in 
their hands. 

God always works with a definite object in 
view, and everywhere in His Word He teaches 
His children that they, too, must work according 
to the pattern, and certainly, in things financial, 
God has left the pattern so plainly drawn that a 
fool can run and understand. 

Not every professional tither is a true tither, 
and some men who profess to tithe actually make 
their so-called tithing an insult to God and a 
curse to themselves. 

When a man sits down to squeeze and cut and 
quibble, trying to see how much he can “figure 
God out of,” he had just as well do what his 
spirit is prompting him to do, and take it all. 

On the other hand, if, after a man has tithed, 
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he takes God’s money which should be used ex- 
clusively for the work of God, and scatters the 
money on charity gifts or for ministering alone 
to the bodies of men, he will reap the penalty of 
having used God’s money where he should have 
used his “free-will” and “charity” gifts. 

What a privilege and responsibility is ours, 
in investing God’s money in the work of God’s 
church, or in missionary enterprises, or in train- 
ing young men and women to carry the gospel of 
Christ to a dying world, and what a tragedy if we 
blindly and foolishly use the sacred and holy tithe 
to selfish or sinful ends! 

The man who is half-way liberal, and who 
understands the least significance of the power of 
dedicated money, and the responsibility that every 
man is under in handling his material wealth, 
will probably not be content to give away less 
than one-half his income, after he has paid his 
tenth. 

And why not invest our money now, and see it 
work now? Why wait till death knocks us in 
the head, and our bodies are flung into the grave, 
before letting go of our money? 


Recently, I heard of a man whose income is 
$40,000 a year, and that man manages to live on 
$1200 a year and invests the other $38,800 for 
the work of Christ. That man lives while he 
lives, and is pouring his life, in a big way, into 
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the life of humanity, and he will live on while 
ceaseless ages roll. 


Multitudes of churches in America are dead 
spiritually! When one investigates and finds how 
members of the churches are rolling in luxury 
and extravagance, literally spending millions of 
dollars on amusements and non-essentials, while 
the church is crushed with debt, and missionaries 
wait without the necessary money to go to their 
waiting fields, and young men and women beg 
for a chance to get an education and beg in 
vain, one realizes that if God blessed such 
churches, He would be setting His seal to dis- 
honesty and thievery of the most damnable kind. 


Many church homes are little short of hells 
on earth. Children are disobedient, head-strong, 
dissipated! Division, discord and darkness rule 
the household. But when one investigates and 
finds how those children have been indulged, 
gratified and often lavishly provided for, with 
money that was actually stolen from God, one 
realizes that these tragedies are the inevitable out- 
flow of the apparent dishonesty that has dominated 
the home. 


In what an awful situation the home finds it- 
self, when it actually uses God’s holy tithe to 


buy through tickets to hell for the members of 
the household. I can take you to tens of thou- 
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sands of children today, sons and daughters of 
religious parents, who are riding to hell on through 
tickets bought with God’s money. 

Multitudes of church members, like one of the 
churches in Asia Minor, have a name to live, but 
are dead. They pelt the heavens with their 
prayers, and the only answer is the pathetic, dis- 
consolate, hopeless echo of their unavailing cry. 
God knows, if they do not, that their prayers will 
never puncture the skies and bring heaven’s recog- 
nition, until there comes revolution in the heart, 
and restitution from the pocketbook. We are told 
in the Word of God that it is the “liberal soul 
that is made fat,” and we can rest on the absolute 
certainty of the old Book, and find it as true as 
God Himself, that when a man plays the game 
fair and square, clean and honest, heaven’s hosts 
are with him, and fight for him, and he is just 
as certain to know heaven’s peace and heaven’s 
conquests, as that heaven exists and God reigns. 

The nation needs a mighty revival, but it will 
not come, unless there first comes a nation-wide 
revival of up-right, down-right honesty. The 
average church spends more for chewing gum and 
candy than it spends for the ministry!—more for 
amusements than it does for the mission fields! 
—more for tobacco, than it does to educate its 
youth for the service of Christ! 

With the churches rich beyond the dreams of 
avarice, we ditch God’s demand for the tithe, and 
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substitute with rolling peanuts on the streets, 
raffles, kissing-bees, grab-bag socials, rummage 
sales, soup suppers, bun feasts, and every other 
women-conceived or man-made device with which 
to collect a few nickels, and this, while we live 
in fine houses, buy new automobiles, wear dia- 
monds and deny ourselves nothing. 

As long as the church operates on that low 
level of dishonesty, she will be a stench in the 
nostrils of God, and a hissing and a by-word in the 
mouth of the rabble. 

Oh, you that read these lines, if you want God 
to bless your lives and your homes and your 
churches and your nation, then cease your vain 
attempts to steal God’s money, and to hide your 
own! Only a little while at the longest, until 
each must pass to the judgement bar of the Most 
High God, there to render an account of his 
stewardship. Remember that the good steward, 
who has been faithful in administrating the money 
which God placed in his hands, will hear the great 
Judge say, “Well done, good and faithful servant 
—enter thou into the joys of thy Lord,” but the 
unfaithful steward shall hear, “Cast ye the un- 
profitable servant (steward) into outer darkness; 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 


TALK NUMBER EIGHT 


“Upon this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” Matt. 16:18. 


WAT E realize that many devout Christians will 
WY criticise these messages on “Tithing”, on 
the ground that I have dealt too much in Old 
Testament law, and too little in New Testament 
grace, 

To be sure, we are not under law, but under 
grace, but every man knows that in passing from 
the old into the new, it was with a larger vision 
and a larger program and that, if the law made 
certain demands—exact, definite, unescapable— 
then grace also lays upon the individual even 
greater responsibilities. God builds from the 
smaller to the larger and never from the larger 
to the smaller. 

God never retracts, compromises, or reduces 
his plan or program for the world, and this is 
specially true when it comes to material posses- 
sions and their attendant responsibilities. 

Passing over into New Testament scriptures, 
immediately we have Jesus, exhorting us to lay 
up treasures in heaven and warning us that where 
our treasures are, that there our hearts will be. 
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Mark tells that “Jesus sat down over against 
the treasury, and beheld how the multitudes cast 
money into the treasury.” Doubtless the people 
were unconscious of His presence there, for even 
in the days of His flesh he came and went, with 
or without the people realizing His presence. 

What a picture is here found as we see Jesus 
sitting there watching the people as they pass— 
watching the gifts as they fall—reading the minds 
and the hearts of the givers, and knowing just 

what each gift represented in sacrifice and in love. 
_ Aye, and He is seated there today, everywhere, 
watching the gifts as they fall. He knew the 
value of the sparrows, “are not two sparrows 
sold for a farthing,—yet your heavenly father 
marks the fall of each”—and He knows the gift 
of each, and what each gift represents. 

“And Jesus sat down over against the treasury”, 
and He is always there, weighing, judging, pass- 
ing sentence—for He knows what prompts each 
gift—whether pride or piety—whether the com- 
pulsion of law, or the impulsion of love! 

“And Jesus sat down over against the treasury”, 
and He is always there, watching the multitudes as 
they come and go, watching the multitudes of 
gifts ag they fall, knowing the emotions that 
accompany each gift, and knowing how much of 
the blood of sacrifice, if any, there is that stains 
the money given. 

“And Jesus sat down over against the treasury,” 
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and sitting there He saw a poor woman approach, 
trembling hands, ragged garments, and with tear 
stained cheeks, probably, she dropped in two mites 
—“are not five sparrows sold for two farthings? 
—(two for one, five for two)—and your father 
knows!” 


“And Jesus sat down over against the treasury,” 
and as this woman dropped in her gift Jesus 
called his disciples, saying, “Verily, I say unto 
you: this poor widow cast in more than all they 
that are casting into the treasury; for they all did 
cast in of their superfluity but she of her want 
did cast in all that she had, even all her living.” 

The law demanded the tithe with certain fixed 
gifts and sacrifices, but in grace, we have Jesus 
crowning, with immortal fame, the poor widow 
who gave her all. - 


“And Jesus sat down over against the treasury,” 
aye, and He is so seated today, not alone where 
the church multitudes drop their gifts in the 
treasury of the church, but that unseen presence 
is ever in store, office, bank, shop, factory and 
-home, and He who judged the value of sparrows 
—“two for a farthing, five for two farthings,” is 
also judging the value of your earthly posses- 
sions, and passing judgment upon the way you 
are using or abusing these gifts. 

Many great sermons have been preached from 
the text, “He that spared not his own Son, but 
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delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with 
him freely give us all things.” 

Finite mind can never grasp, nor can human 
heart ever realize how much of pathos, tragedy, 
pain and love are tied up in that sublime declara- 
tion! “Spared not his own Son”—“God so loved 
the world”, “Let this cup pass’—“not as I will, 
but as thou wilt”—“bruised for our iniquity,”— 
“without the shedding of blood, no remission of 
sin. 

St. Paul’s argument is, that if God surrendered 
His dearly beloved Son, to be crowned with 
thorns, and nailed to the cross, “How shall he 
not” with this greatest gift of His love, include 
whatever of riches and blessings and power His 
kingdom may yet contain. 

In other words God went His limit for us, and 
when we were “yet sinners, Christ died for us,” 
making it possible for us to be “Heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.” 

And as we stand gripped by these tremendous 
facts of our redemption, we are not surprised 
when the inspired apostle Paul, having told us 
of the Macedonians who “gave their own selves 
to the Lord,” to be immediately told, “How that 
in great trial of affliction the abundance of their 
joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the 
riches of their liberality.” 

It was to Cornelius, who “gave MUCH alms to 
the people and who prayed to God always that 
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the angel came, saying, “Cornelius, thy prayers 
and thine alms are come up for a memorial be- 
fore God.” 

In other words, the gifts of Cornelius and the 
prayers of Cornelius, had worked their way up to 
the throne, and were spread out where God could 
look them over and size them up, and there was 
such perfect harmony between the praying of 
that Godly man, and the giving, that God called an 
angel, telling him to drop down with a special 
message for Cornelius, which spelled out salva- 
tion for his household and friends. 

We are taught that “The earth is the Lord’s and 
the fulness thereof,” and that the “cattle on a 
thousand hills, are His,” also we are “Bought 
with a price”’—‘“For as much as ye know that 
ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold, . . .. but with the precious 
blood of Christ . . see that ye love one another 
with a pure heart fervently . . .. for all flesh is 
as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower 
of grass .. . the grass withereth, and the flower 
fadeth away: but the word of the Lord endureth 
forever.” 

“And Jesus sat down over against the treasury.” 

“Their deep poverty abounded unto the riches 
of their liberality.” 
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“Give and it shall be given you; good measure, 
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pressed down, and shaken together, and running 
over, shall men give into your bosom. For with 
the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be 
measured to you again.” Luke 6:38. 

Probably no words that ever fell from the 
lips of Jesus Christ are more wonderfully or more 
terribly true than these! 

Possibly, judged by this declaration, every 
day is a day of judgment, and dividing to the 
right hand and the left, people are ever passing 
to the rewards of their “full measure” of love 
and service, or to the punishments of the meager 
gift which selfishness squeezed out. 

Selfishness is death, no matter where found, or 
under what name it undertakes to parade itself. 

I call to mind right now, two great churches, 
presided over by two great men of God, and those 
churches have great new plants, paid tor, and the 
treasury of the church is always supplied. 

Those pastors have their salaries paid promptly, 
and every need of the church is punctually met. 

Those pastors have urged their members to 
turn a deaf ear to no cry of need, and to give 
wherever there is a call for service, whatever the 
name or kind, and these churches have responded 
to every work of God, denominational, and inter- 
denominational. 

In other words the vision of service to these 
pastors, and their churches, reaches beyond the 
confines of that immediate, or those immediate 
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churches, or even the denominations to which 
these churches belong, and as a result of this 
world vision, (crossing all denominational and 
narrow lines) these churches have showered their 
gifts wherever there was a crying need. 

In return, in a measure beyond the grasp of 
narrowness, bigotry, and sectarian selfishness, 
these churches have been swamped with the 
abounding blessings of God, attended by every 
possible material blessing. 

On the other hand, we have known pasion of 
great churches—good men, but men whose con- 
ception of service narrowed to that which bore 
only a denominational brand or stamp, and these 
men have stood in their pulpits opposing their 
people making gifts to any work outside their 
immediate church denomination, however worthy 
that cause might be. ~ 

“You have your own church, and your own 
church schools, and to do your duty here, is 
sufficient, and must be first.” 

I can take you to scores of churches today— 
yes, hundreds, where that sort of an appeal has 
been made periodically, and under such appeals 
the great stream of generosity has waned and 
dried away, and members have not alone ceased 
giving to worthy outside causes, but they have 
gradually ceased giving to their own work. 

Show me a church, where the heartiest of co- 
operation and financial help have been given 
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every needy cause for Christ, denominational, or 
interdenominational, and I will show you a church 
that nine times out of ten, is a generous church,. 
and a church where its own needs are fully met. 

Show me a church that has been limited and 
circumscribed, where the leadership has sought 
to control every gift, and force people to ignore 
whatever of worthy causes and calls may come 
from outside the church channel, and I will show 
you a church, nine times out of ten, that is dried. 
up spiritually, and where the finances are hard, 
and the business of the church at a stand-still. 

During the world’s war people gave billions. 
and subscribed billions more, and out of the 
mighty gush and flush of really making sacrifice, 
the church raised her millions for a world cam- 
paign. 

Walking in the glow and glory of unselfish, 
world-wide giving, money came easily, and re- 
vival fires burned, and the church prospered, but 
when the old narrow, sectarian appeals began to. 
come, for centralized giving, and for denomina- 
tional control of every dollar expended by the 
church, the church fires began to die away, and 
the purse strings began to tighten, and pastors. 
found that in their attempt to keep their people: 
from making generous contributions to the work: 
of Christ, wherever there was a definite need, they 
had stayed the hand of liberality, grieved God, 
and brought judgments upon their own heads, 
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However frantically and persistently we under- 
take to drive God into the narrow grooves of our 
own sectarian and denominational thinking, God 
refuses to track those grooves, and in undertak- 
ing to drive God’s people into narrowness and 
sectarianism, we reap the inevitable harvest of our 
blindness and foolishness, 

There comes to my mind now a noble, princely 
man of God, who amidst the tremendous task of 
building a great church, urged upon his member- 
ship, of his own volition, the freest and fullest 
co-operation in a financial way, with a school 
that was not under the auspices of hig church 
denomination! On top of that, he went to one 
of the leading men of his church, and urged him 
to accept a place on the board of that school, 
telling him that there was a place for service, to 
Jesus Christ and the church, there. 

To be true, men and women should be true to 
their own church, as they should be true to their 
own families, but there are privileges and duties 
that lie outside the provinces of the individual 
church denomination as there are privileges and 
duties that rest outside the family circle. 

Saint Paul warned, to be true, that the man who 
provided not for his own household had denied 
the faith, but that certainly would not be offered 
as evidence that one was to minister only to his 
own household. 

Just so, our churches come first, but few men 
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who are doing their duty to Christ and their fel- 
lows, but find that there are fields of service, and 
obligations, often, that do not bear the family, 
or denominational stamp. 


One of the greatest denominations of the world, 
that once had the name of being the most liberal, 
generous, and brotherly of denominations, has of 
late taken up the cry, “All the money of the de- 
nomination for exclusive denominational pur- 
poses,” and immediately there comes the cry of an 
appalling decrease in the giving of the church, 
pledges unpaid, and the whole church, in the mat- 
ter of numerical gains, practically at a standstill. 


God will not bless narrowness, whatever its 
form, and all attempts to coerce God’s people 
and corner God’s money will either end in saddest 
failure for the church leaders, or the death of 
liberality and spirituality for the church. 


It certainly was by the hand of inspiration that 
the writer of the “proverbs” flung out the warn- 
ing, “There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; 
and there is that withholdeth more than ig meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty.” I can take any sin- 
cere, honest-minded man, to a thousand churches, 
where this truth is so apparent that a fool can 
run and read. 


“With what measure ye mete, it shall be mea- 
sured to you again.” 
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“There was a certain rich man, which had a 
steward; and the same was accused unto him that 
he had wasted his goods. And he called him, and 
said unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? 
Give an account of thy stewardship, or thou 
mayest be no longer steward.” Luke 16:1, 2. 

Bible expositors are not all agreed as to just 
what is the main objective of the parable of the 
unjust steward. 

That the parable has a distinct connection with 
man’s earthly possessions, and the responsibility 
attendant upon the proper handling of those ma- 
terial gifts, probably all would agree. 

More, we are certain that we are not reading 
with this parable what Jesus did not intend to 
express, when we make the question of the un- 
just steward to his master’s debtor, “How much 
owest thou unto my lord,” the question which 
we will propound to the readers of these lines! 

Unquestionably the underlying facts of the 
parable center back in the proper, or improper, 
administering of the manifold material blessings 
which God so graciously commits to our hands. 

Two judgments are coming, the judgment of 
sin, and the judgment of rewards. Into the 
judgment of sin, the Christian shall not come, but 
into the judgment of rewards, he will come, 


When Jesus comes, He shall bring His rewards 
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with Him, and the assurance is that every child 
of God shall be rewarded, “as his works have 
been.” ; 

We sing, “Jesus paid it all,” and that is glorious- 
ly and eternally true. No price we bring, “Simply 
to the cross we cling,” knowing that “it is the 
gift of God. Not of works, lest any man should 
boast.” 

And yet when we sing that truth we sing, or 
should sing it, fully realizing that if “Jesus paid 
it all,” then “all to Him we owe.” 

And just here is where some devout saints of 
God object to any attempt to bring the law of 
tithing over into the reign of grace. 

They argue, and correctly so, that not alone is 
the tithe the Lord’s—bought with His own precious 
blood on the cross, and that we, with all we 
possess, must be on His altar, ready at His com- 
mand, to be used for His glory. 

The difficulty is, however, that where we find 
one Christian who has risen to that altitude of 
grace, and who is ready, whatever his posses- 
sions, to make the whole bend to the service of 
God and His Christ, there are about one hundred 
others who need the ”law” as the “schoolmaster” 
to blister them into grace. 

A man certainly drops to a mighty low level of 
crime, when he uses his freedom of grace as an 
excuse to drop to a lower level than that on 
which law compelled him to live, and arguing 


UPON THIS ROCK 149 


that since he is under grace, he will steal the tithe 
that the law would have compelled him to pay. 

I stayed in the home of an old money grabber 
once, whose reputation for sharp bargains and 
tricky deals was a stench in the nostrils of 
decency, and that old man would make my blood 
run cold, as he talked about how when God 
called him into judgment he would say, “God, 
I haven’t got anything to do with this judgment 
business, but there stands my advocate and my 
justification—Jesus Christ—He paid it all.” 

Unless I miss my guess that man will have the 
surprise of his life when he steps up to judg- 
ment. For his dishonesty and trickery and greed 
‘and stinginess’ and miserliness, he will be dropped 
into hell! 

“Jesus paid it all,” all right, then let’s sing 
the rest of that fact, and realize what we sing, as 
we add the refrain, “all to Him I owe.” 

“How much owest thou unto my Lord?” in 
the matter of money. 

All must tithe—the tithe is the Lord’s, always 
has been and always will be. The law compelled 
that the tithe be conscientiously paid, and then 
added requirements were specifically outlined, in- 
volving our “free-will offerings,” or “charity 
gifts,” or “first-fruits,” etc, 

In tithes, accumulated through the years, “How 
much owest thou unto my Lord?” 

If a man’s income is $1,000 a year, $100 is 
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the Lord’s and that man has not paid his honest 
debts until that tithe is paid. 

If a man’s income is $10,000 a year, $1,000 is 
the Lord’s and that man has not paid his honest 
debts until that tithe is paid. 

If a man’s income is $100,000 a year, $10,000 
is the Lord’s and that man has not paid his honest 
debts until that tithe is paid. 

Understand that that man is not “giving” this, 
he is paying only that which is God’s—separated, 
consecrated and exclusively, God’s! 

The tithe must be paid before anything else 
comes out. Men ask, “But am I to pay my debts 
first?” No, you were under obligation to God 
before you got under obligation to your fellows, 
and you cannot take God’s holy tithe to meet ob- 
ligations of your own. — 

“But am I to get my living out first?” Heaven 
help us, No! For if we lived out of what we get, 
multitudes would have nothing left to tithe, for 
most of what they get, however much, goes on 
their backs and into their stomachs! 

“But how can a business man tithe?” Easy— 
he simply keeps a list of the monies he invests 
for: God during the year, and when the year’s 
business is done and he invoices, he then sets 
aside ten per cent of the increase of the business 
for the year. 

There is no business, or profession, or vocation, 
anywhere, that cannot be easily tithed, when men 
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and women are sincere and really want to do the 
square thing with their God! 

And on the other hand, if they are not square, 
and want to find an excuse, or want to dissipate 
God’s tithe after they have made the show of 
tithing, God permits them to follow their own 
blind, selfish, and sinful course, and it always 
ends—sooner or later, on the rocks of spiritual 
and mental disaster! 

And do not forget that “The earth is the Lord’s,” 
and the “cattle on a thousand hills” are His, and 
whoever we are, we are but renters—custodians 
of the gifts of Ged. 

This means that all men, in the church and 
out, high and low, rich and poor, are alike ob- 
ligated to tithe—preachers, evangelists, mission- 
aries and Christian workers, whatever their field, 
and whatever their income. And why should men 
and women not tithe, and with all joy, knowing 
that when they tithe it is then for God. to say 
how much or how little in tithes they are to pay. 

If God wants us to pay much in tithes, He 
will prosper us accordingly, and if He wants us 
to pay less, it is probable His blessing will be 
extended along other lines, to cover the home, or 
the soul or the mind! 

One thing sure, those who have gotten the 
vision of the possibility and the responsibility of 
money, and have learned to handle every dollar 
as a valued something, to be accounted for in the 
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judgment, have come to look upon money, and 
the ability to make money, as a sacred usable 
thing, with large rewards here, and eternal re- 
wards over there. 

I never met a tither in my life, who went into 
the tithing game with a proper spirit, and who 
practised it in a generous and honest way, who 
was content to go back to a slipshod way of doing 
business with God, or who did not think it paid, 
in every way! 

Possibly the most searching, solemn words of 
our Lord found in the parable of the unjust 
steward are these, “If therefore ye have not been 
faithful in the unrighteous mammon who will 
commit to your trust the true riches.” 
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“And it came to pass that when he was re- 
turned, having received the kingdom, then he 
commanded these servants to be called unto him, 
to whom he had given the money, that he might 
know how much every man had gained by trad- 
ing.” Luke 19:15. 

Compared with what Jesus Christ has done for 
the world, the very best that we can offer Him, 
even if it is our all, is all too poor! 

Our time, our money, our gifts, of whatever 
name or kind, are His, and all must be accounted 
for when He comes to reward, or judge, His ser- 
vants. 
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The giving of money alone or of time, or of 
talents will not suffice—there must be back of all 
our giving a heart responsive to the touch of 
love, as no service is eternal apart from the stamp 
of love. 

When men argue, as they often do, that a 
dollar is a dollar, from whatever source it may 
come, and in whatever spirit it may be given, they 
argue without spiritual perception or reason, 
as the fool does. 

It is not at all impossible that spiritual in- 
fluences accompany, under God, the material 
offerings which men bring, and in this sense the 
“Widow’s two mites” may become more tre- 
mendously effective in the building of the king- 
dom of God, than the multi-millionaire’s two mil- 
lion dollars, if the two million are given with a 
desire for show, e 

Whether our gifts, or the investment of God’s 
tithe, carry with them the fullest possible blessing 
of heaven, depends on two underlying factors. 

First, the money must be paid, or given, as “un- 
to the Lord,” realizing that His all-seeing eye is 
upon us and that for the way we give, as well as 
the way we live, we must be judged and rewarded 
at last. 

And second, the money must be very wisely and 
prayerfully invested, “for HIM,”’—which means 
that our gifts must be made to, and our tithes in- 
vested in those churches, or schools, or mission- 
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ary enterprises, that carry the full message of 
Christ. 

Multitudes of people are very liable to find 
at the judgment, that they have used God’s tithe 
in building churches where the Deity of Christ 
was ridiculed, and schools where it was taught 
that to believe in “blood atonement” was to believe 
in a “slaughter house religion”, and in mission- 
ary enterprises, where the missionaries, so-called, 
are of the new order, with a “social-gospel” apart 
from regeneration and sanctification! 

Now, whatever the full message of the parable 
of the talents, or the pounds, one thing is sure: 
when the King comes to usher in His kingdom, 
those to whom the talents or the pounds have 
been intrusted, will have to stand before the King 
arid render a minute accounting. 

That our material holdings are to be invested 
for Him, is sure, and that these earthly posses- 
sions are amongst the “investments” that we are 
to make, and that the rewards for the proper 
. investment of these earthly holdings, is extended 
authority, and added power is certainly clearly 
taught by our Lord. 

And God will hold us accountable for the ex- 
penditure or investment of every dollar which is 
His. 

I know a very generous, consecrated layman, 
who always attaches a contract to the gifts he 
makes, and the tithes he pays, demanding that 
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the church or school or missionary station, sign 
that contract, before the check is honored, and 
that contract binds that person, or institution, to 
use that money for the promulgation, or the train- 
ing of young people for the spread of the full 
gospel of Christ throughout the world. 

He specifies what he considers the fundamentals 
—the Deity of Christ, the virgin birth, the resur- 
rection, the atoning work of Christ upon the cross, 
regeneration by the Holy Spirit, and eternal sal- 
vation by faith in the blood. 

This man has been amazed by the number of 
institutions which have refused to bind them- 
selves to so teach, and so preach! 

Radical, destructive higher criticism is sweep- 
ing the land, laying its withering, demoralizing, 
and damning hand upon the heart of the church, 
or the institutions of the church, and the situa- 
tion has become so acute and so pronounced in 
many evangelical churches, that God’s people are 
wondering where it is all to end, and just what 
their duties are, in this critical hour. 

It not alone effects the laity, but thousands of 
Godly pastors who believe in the old evangelical 
faith are standing wondering, hesitating, doubt- 
ing, questioning, undecided as to just how far 
they can, or dare, become a party to the building 
of schools where they know the faith is denied. 

The only hope for the world centers back in 
those churches and those mission stations and 
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those schools and those evangelistic organizations: 
that are pledged to stand by the old landmarks 
—pledged to preach and teach the “faith once for 
all delivered.” 

When the King calls us to render an account- 
ing of the “where” and the “how” we have in- 
vested His holy tithe what will the accounting be? 
And what will the increase be? 

There are Christian institutions in the nations 
today, making demands of hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, that are not alone worldly centers, but 
are centers dominated by refined atheism and out 
from those centers come young folk actuated by 
every impulse except the love of Christ, and often: 
God’s people are found pouring their gifts by the 
thousands into these worldly, God-dishonoring- 
centers. = 

On the other hand it is often true that where 
the church and school and mission station are 
carrying the old message of light and life and 
consecration, God’s people stand by, watching 
the thousands come and go—no place, no equip- 
ment, no funds and that without response of either: 
heart or pocket book. 

Oh, reader of these pages, if God is to call you 
to account for the way in which you have handled’ 
every dollar that has come into your hands, and’ 
if the money you have given in His name, and 
the tithes that you have paid, as His, must also 
be checked up, to see what its increase hag been: 
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in spiritual fruits, what will your record be, and 
what will your rewards be? 

It is not enough that we keep books, and set 
aside that which is God’s, we must devote much 
time and prayer to the question of where and 
chow we are to invest that money for Him. 

God’s money should be placed where it will 
‘count the most for God’s kingdom, no matter 
where the field, or what the name of the work. 
If it is God’s work, and has God’s seal upon it, 
it is a place for God’s money. 

And whoever the man, and whatever the move- 
ament, and whatever the organization back of the 
movement, if it is not undenyingly loyal to the 
great evangelical faith, and is not turning out 
young people of that stamp and kind, God’s people 
had better be careful how they invest their money 
there. ee) 

What a tragedy, if when He comes we find we 
have been taking His money to retard His king- 
dom, and to dethrone Him as King! 

Not every movement called a Christian move- 
ment is Christian, and increasingly so, God’s peo- 
ple must put the acid test. 
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